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Abstracts

The Great East Japan Earthquake affected several prefectures, including mainly lwate, Miyagi and
Fukushima, in addition to one subordinate designated city of Sendai, so that the overall countermeasures
were planned by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, Japan. The National Center of Neurology and
Psychiatry played a role of information provision by establishing the information web site, which uploaded
more than 20 guidelines, documents and materials within a week after the disaster. The Japanese Society
of Psychiatry and Neurology launched a disaster response headquarter to assemble a number of affiliated
academic and professional organizations. The initial and urgent tasks were to continue treatment of those
who had been with mental disorders prior to the disaster, transport inpatients from collapsed psychiatric
hospitals and supplying psychiatric drugs that came to deficient in the affected sites. The information
provision was particularly important to provide unanimous mental health care by different professions and
teams, based upon the national guideline for local mental health care activities after the disaster, published in
2003. The research ethics after the disaster was also important, because the line between the support and
data collection tended to be obscure.

Keywords disaster, information, mental
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