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Summary

The characteristics of patients who were admitted to a psychiatric hospital under
the Act on Mental Health and Welfare before admission to a forensic psychiatric
hospital

SETO Hidefumi, SHIMADA Tatsuhiro, IRINO Yasushi, YAMAMOTO Tomokazu, KOIZUMI
Noriaki, YOSHIZUMI Akira, TAKESHIMA Tadashi, OJIMA Toshiyuki, NODA Tatsuya,
YAMASHITA Toshiyuki and KODAKA Akira

We investigated cases of hospitalization under the Medical Treatment and Supervision Act
(Act on Medical Care and Treatment for Persons who Have Caused Serious Cases under
the Condition of Insanity) to determine whether the hospitalized individuals were previously
hospitalized under the Act on Mental Health and Welfare or not. Individuals in 118 of 831
cases (14.2%) were previously hospitalized under the Act on Mental Health and Welfare.
Homicide, arson, and rape were slightly frequent and robbery and sexual assault were slight-
ly rare. The reasons why the individuals were hospitalized under the Act on Mental Health
and Welfare included psychomotor excitement, physical complication, period of appeal, index
offence occurring during hospitalization, crisis intervention of forensic community treat-
ment, and overturns of judgment in a higher court. Symptoms and circumstances influenced
the previous hospitalizations. If the individuals were hospitalized under the Act on Mental
Health and Welfare directly after index offences, the periods for petition under the Medical
Treatment and Supervision Act were significantly extended. We point out that this may affect
not only the conditions of the hospitalized individuals but also the relationship between the
police and prosecutor.
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