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the ISC (6). Although our sample is low powered (power is .6 for our
full sample and .56 for half of the sample to detect at an alpha level
of .5, a weak genetic effect [OR 1.1] conferred by an allele with a
frequency of .3), the set of “risk” alleles (in quotation marks to
emphasize that most are not likely to be true risk alleles) derived
from half of the Japanese sample was significantly correlated with
affection status in the other half of the samples. One possible im-
portant confounding factor to consider is an effect of population
stratification. To check for this as a possible effect, we used 1)
principal components analysis—adjusted (the first 10 principal com-
ponents) discovery statistics for the selection of SNPs and 2) the first
10 principal component vectors as covariates in calculating the
polygenic score in the target sample. However, the application of
either or both of these did not lead to a material difference in the
results (Table S4 in Supplement 1), indicating that stratification is
not likely to explain our replication of the ISC findings.

Our Japan-UK analyses also suggests this effect is unlikely to be
due to stratification (this was also convincingly argued in the ISC
study) because the Japanese and UK schizophrenia samples are
ascertained directionally for the same stratification biases and be-
cause the UK schizophrenia sample, but not the UK bipolar sample,
would be unlikely to be stratified in that manner. Instead, those
data pointto a shared genetic component to schizophrenia suscep-
tibility across major ethnic groups, as predicted by an effect driven
by common “risk” alleles rather than rare alleles, although not ex-
cluding an effect of rare alleles, which are much more likely to reside
on different haplotype backgrounds in different populations. How-
ever, there is also evidence for population differences in risk. Thus,
the analyses restricted to the Japanese population showed much
higher maximal estimates for R? (.021) compared with the analyses
of schizophrenia between populations (R* = .005 ~ .008) and was
more similar to the estimates of R when the analyses were per-
formed within European populations (6). The ISC also undertook
one cross-population analysis, between Caucasian and African
Americans. As in our study, R* was much lower between the ethnic
groups (.004) than within the European populations. These results
suggest that although at least some “risk” alleles are shared across
populations, there are also differences in those “risk” alleles or at
least in the extent to which they are tagged by markers at the
density currently provided by the arrays we have studied. At a
practical level, this means that failures to replicate findings across
ethnic groups, even with respect to common alleles, should be
treated with considerable caution.

One intriguing finding was our failure to find evidence that “risk”
alleles for bipolar disorder in the European sample predict risk of
schizophrenia in the Japanese sample (or vice versa). One likely
explanation is that there is only a partial overlap between “risk”
alleles for schizophrenia and bipolar disorder and that this, to-
gether with the additionally reduced R* because of ethnic differ-
ences, has affected our ability to demonstrate an effect. This inter-
pretation is at least partially consistent with the ISC study in which
the measures of R? that were observed in bipolar data sets were less
than those observed in the schizophrenia data sets. A more inter-
esting but speculative interpretation is that the Japanese sample
represents a phenotypically purer form of schizophrenia than the
European samples. These hypotheses require further evaluation in
larger Japanese samples, exploration of aspects of the schizophre-
nia phenotype in the European samples, and transdiagnostic poly-
genic score analyses within Japanese samples.
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* Near-infrared speclroscopy measurement as a diagno‘;tic gquipment for psychiatric disorders.
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