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Characteristics of and caregiving for patients in prolonged coma in terms of the ICF

concept: Comparison between the younger and older gemeration
Kikue Hidaka, Yoko Matsuda, Katsuko Kamiya
Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba

1. Objective: We aimed to gain an overview of patients in prolonged coma from
the study results on patients receiving home care, and to compare the conditions and
home care situations of young and old patients. 2. Methods: An overview of patients
in prolonged coma was obtained from the results of a 2007 survey according to the
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (CF) concept. This
study included 278 subjects aged 18 years or more, and divided into groups of younger
(18-64 years) and older patients (65 years or more). 3. Results and Discussion: Patient
in prolonged coma had difficulty communicating and required complete assistance
with activities of daily living (ADL) and medical care. Furthermore, the results
suggested that patients had little opportunity to participate in community activities,
could not make the most of medical and welfare services and faced economic
problems. The comparison between the younger and older patient groups suggested
that the majority of the young patients were more likely to need supervision all day
long, whereas the older patients were more likely to have economic problems.
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Twenty-two-year record of a patient with persistent disturbance of consciousness

and their caregivers through periods of change in the medical and welfare systems

Yoko Matsuda, Kikue Hidaka

Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba

1. Objective: Recent changes in the medical and welfare systems have had a big
effect on community-dwelling persons with disabilities and their caregivers. We
examined the effects of such changes in the systems on patients with disabilities and
their families by analyzing the 22-year record of a patient with persistent disturbance
of consciousness under home care, and her family. 2. Methods: A qualitative study of
the course of a person with disability and her caregivers was performed on the results
from the year 2001 study. 3. Result and Discussion: Twenty-two years were divided
into 3 periods: before the support allowance system was established in 2003; during
the period of application of the support allowance system; and after the enactment of
the Services and Support for Persons with Disabilities Act. The content of social
services and the number of hours delivered by these services changed as the system
changed, but the family members always managed these changes. This patient had
only a few opportunities to obtain assistance from welfare specialists since the onset
of impaired consciousness, and this became a significant problem. The authors
recommend for future consideration to establish long-term care plans for management

of younger patients by welfare specialists.
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Persistent disturbance of consciousness person’s nursing classroom participant' s

caring needs and examination of nursing classroom
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