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the uptake on the left and right sides. However, all 24
patients with PD showed asymmetric uptake. In the ''C-
raclopride PET image, since the uptake in the putamen was
not less than the normal range, we considered that the
uptake in the posterior putamen was normal or increased.
For defining the NPD pattern, presynaptic function was not
determined because the degree of the presynaptic dysfunc-
tion varies with diseases. In the ”C—raciopride PET image,
we considered that the uptake in the posterior putamen was
normal or decreased because the uptake was not more than
the normal range, except for Lewy body disease.

Conclusions

In early and mild PD cases, cardiac ***I-MIBG scintigraphy
is of limited value in the diagnosis of PD, because the
sensitivity was indicated to be less than 70%. However,
because of its high specificity for the overall cases and high
sensitivity for the advanced cases, cardiac '**I-MIBG
scintigraphy may assist in the diagnosis of PD in a
complementary role with the dopaminergic neuroimaging.
Disease progression indicated by the HY stages has a
stronger association with the nigrostriatal dopaminergic
function assessed by striatal 'C-CFT uptake than with the
cardiac  sympathetic function assessed by cardiac '**I-
MIBG uptake. The impairment of the two functions would
occur and progress independently.
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