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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of respondents N=2369

Men Women Total
Number of
respondents 1135 1234 2369
Age (years), meantSD 50.0£17.8 51.0£17.2 50.5+17.5
N % N % N %
Education Junior high school 36 3.2 49 4.0 85 3.6
High school 364 32 499 404 863 36.4
Junior college 137 12.1 376  30.5 513 21.7
College 523 461 272 220 795 33.6
Graduate school 63 5.6 19 1.5 82 3.5
Other 12 1.1 19 1.5 31 1.3
Marital status Married 766 67.5 835 677 1601 67.6
Not married 306 270 236 1941 542 229
Divorced/widowed 63 5.6 163  13.2 226 9.5
Employment status Student 61 54 49 4.0 110 4.6
Full-time 521 459 186 15.1 707 29.9
Part-time 73 6.4 242  19.6 315 13.3
Self-employed 129 11.4 45 3.6 174 7.4
Unemployed 306 26.9 116 9.4 422 17.8
Housewife 0 0.0 5656 45.8 565 23.9
Other 45 4.0 31 25 76 3.2
Have a history of hospitalization (Yes) 667 58.7 747 60.5 1414 59.7
Receive regular medical treatment (Yes) 455 40.0 476 386 931 39.3
Have a family or friend with cancer history
850 749 991 803 1841 77.7

(Yes)
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Table 2. Five-year survival rates: percentage of respondents who had pessimistic, correct, and

optimistic estimates compared with epidemiological data

Respondent estimates compared with

epidemiological data (%)

Epidemiological

5-year survival

Cancer site rates (%) Pessimistic Correct Optimistic
All cancers 54.3 59.0 2.7 38.3
Testis 92.0 98.6 0.8 0.5
Thyroid 92.4 98.6 0.6 0.5
Breast 85.5 93.5 4.2 24
Larynx 76.1 91.1 5.8 3.2
Bladder 76.5 86.3 8.2 5.5
Uterine corpus 76.8 85.3 8.1 6.5
Prostate 755 80.0 11.6 8.5
Uterine cervix 715 77.5 3.3 19.5
Colon 68.9 74.0 8.3 17.6
Malignant lymphoma 49.9 68.2 12.5 19.3
Oral cavity and pharynx 52.9 65.1 3.2 31.7
Stomach 62.1 63.9 24 33.7
Ovary 52.0 55.4 4.2 40.3
Leukemia 32.9 51.6 4.5 43.9
Lung 25.6 26.7 12.9 60.5
Esophagus 31.6 26.3 3.8 70.1
Liver 23.1 253 4.2 , 70.6
Gall bladder, bile duct 20.2 22.0 4.2 73.6
Pancreas 6.7 6.8 6.7 86.5
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Figure 1 Distribution of respondents’ perception of 5-year survival rate according to cancer site (N=2369)

The vertical line in each figure depicts the 5-year survival rate for each cancer based on the population-based cancer registry in
Japan between 1997 and 1999. *1 In the survey, colon and rectal cancers were combined and described as “daicho-gan,” which
means “cancer of the large intestine” in Japanese, because we assumed that few participants without cancer experience could
distinguish rectal from colon cancer.
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