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SUMMARY

The number of the elderly living alone is increasing. Various types of support are needed to ensure that these people do not
become socially isolated and are able to live alone. Supporting them includes activities to prevent social isolation that take
their unique difficulties into consideration, which are different from the difficulties of supporting elderly people living with
their families. We examined the current status of support activities for elderly people living alone and the unique difficulties
involved in supporting them. Interviews were conducted with members of private organizations that are involved in supporting
elderly people. Results suggested that elderly people living alone had various demands, such as the desire to be supported
in their community and deal with just one organization to meet all their needs. Results also indicated that there were various
difficulties in maintaining relationships between support organizations, and with elderly people living alone, in addition to
the internal problems of the support organizations. Moreover, many organizations involved in supporting the elderly desired
to cooperate with other organizations more closely. In conclusion, it is necessary to develop the cooperation between support
organizations in order to support elderly people living alone according to their needs.
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