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of these results may have been influenced by the health movement and policies of dental health promotlon such as the 8020

‘ Movement and Healthy J apan 21 Nevertheless, there are still many oral health problems to be recognlzed mcludlng dental
caries and periodontal disease in adults and older persons; an increase in the population of edentulous older adults in our
aging society; and the oral health management of older adults in need of long-term care and terminal care. It is necessary
for us to promote oral health across all life stages in consideration of promoting a healthier society.

Keywords: 8020 Movement, Healthy J apan 21, changes in oral health, oral health promotion
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Abstract

The prevention of oral diseases and the improvement of oral functions among middle-aged and older community residents
have greatly contributed to enhancing our general health status. Professional oral care for post-stroke patients is very
effective in preventing aspiration pneumonia. Furthermore, there has been a significant association between diabetes
and periodontal diseases. Based upon this scientific evidence, oral health activities have been systemically developed in
community healthcare coordination, regarding strokes and diabetes in some areas. The multisectoral collaboration of
community healthcare is one of the main basic ideas in the new law regarding dentistry and oral health. Thus, it is very
important to build a satisfactory collaboration among health, medical, and welfare professionals.

The purposes of the present paper are to review the successful activities of community healthcare coordination practices
involving oral health, and to discuss the future direction of oral health in a fast-aging society.

Keywords: community healthcare coordination, integrated care system, development of human resources, seamless care,
home dental care
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The Dental Health Policies of the Japanese Government in Recent Years
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Abstract

The necessity of home dental treatment is increasing along with the progress in ageing of the
population. To offer dental health services efficiently, promotion of dental and medical cooperation
must be attempted. During the dental students’ clinical training, enhancement of educational
content about dealing with aged patients is attempted.

As for dental health activities, the 8020 campaign has promoted the subject. In addition to the
8020 campaign, nutrition education has been promoted from the standpoint of dental health since
the fundamental law of nutrition education was enacted.

As for the number of dental students, to maintain dentists’ high level of ability in the future,
reductions in the number of entering students must continue.

In this report, the trends in dental health policies of the Japanese government in recent years
are outlined.

Key words: Home dental treatment/Dental and medical cooperation/Nutrition education/
Number of entering students
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