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Critical Study on the Singapore’s Family Law
Reforms towards the Improvement of the
Status of Women

Aisa KIYOSUE*

The aim of this article is to critically examine the effects and significance of
the Women’s Charter, which is the Singapore’s new family law enacted in
1961, being modeled after the British family law, in order to improve the sta-
tus of women and to prohibit polygamous marriage, in comparison with the
marriage systems recognized under the British colonial rule, in accordance with
each ethnic custom or religion.

In the first part of this article, I discussed how the principles of the applica-
tion of English law in the colonial Singapore had made marriages contracted
under each ethnic custom or religion valid, showing the actual marriage forms
conducted by Chinese and Indian immigrants and Malays .

In the later part of this article, I reviewed the process of the enactment of
the Women’s Charter and its purpose, the new marriage form provided in the
article 8 and 22, and rights and duties of husband and wife provided in the ar-
ticle 46 and 48 from the gender perspectives.

In the conclusion, I analyzed whether or not the Singapore’s family law re-
form in 1961 could bring the true women’s liberation into Singapore society,
indicating an agenda which is necessary for the current Singapore government

to tackle with.

* Muroran Institute of Technology, Hokkaido, Associate Professor
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