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« Measuring Parenting

* Parenting measurement tends to include:

* (2) Parenting behaviours e.g. discipline, routine, setting
boundaries:

‘positive parenting’; “parents setting clear boundaries and

routines for children as well as being responsive and warm

towards the child” (The Foundation Years: preventing poor

children becoming poor adults 2010: 43)

Difficulty in how to assess these, either lot of questions e.g. to

establish what a routine is or parents’ interpretation of what a

‘routine’ is.

% Measuring Parenting

« Parenting measurement tends to
include:

* (3) Parenting activities e.g. reading with
child, helping with homework, watching
television together, playing games

+ One-to-one interaction in joint activity

*+ 'Home learning environment': talk to your
child (with the television off) for 20 mins;
play with you child on the floor for 10 mins;
read to your child for 15 minutes
(Centreforum 2011: 6)

11
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% Measuring Parenting

« Family characteristics E.g. presence of step-parents/children,
parents marital status, number of
siblings, generations in household

+ Parental characteristics E.g. age of mother at birth, occupation,
education/qualifications :
« Caring activities E.g. cooking, cleaning

i Parenting and Poverty

* Link between poverty and child outcomes
 Link between parenting and child outcomes

¢ Link between poverty and parenting — but not
clear how this relationship operates
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% Parenting and Poverty
Causality?

for
Children

# Parenting and Poverty

Total sampl
G

Adapted from Kiernan and Mensah 2010

% Parenting and Poverty

« Current political discourse is problematic and
unhelpful

« Problematic — because of difficulties of
conceptualising and measuring parenting

« Unhelpful — works against development of
nuanced understanding of relationship between
parenting and resources

% Conclusion - Parenting and Poverty
Parenting in the Poverty and Social Exclusion Survey
(PSE)

= Test existing measures and examine the extent
and nature of poverty and social exclusion in the
UK

» Parenting measures:

« Family characteristics (including information on children
in other households)

+ Parental characteristics

» Parenting activities
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# Conclusion - Parenting and Poverty
Parenting in the Poverty and Social Exclusion Survey

(PSE)

 Parenting will be examined alongside variables
measuring poverty and social exclusion

* And qualitative interviews will be able fo tease out the
relationship between parenting practice, parental
attitudes, and access to a range of social and financial

resources
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