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Child Poverty

Jonathan Bradshaw

Public symposium
Is Japan an Equal Society?
Policies against poverty and social exclusion
Keio University
Tokyo
7 January 2012

Child poverty in the UK:1979-1995/6
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The child poverty strategy o eradicate
child poverty

¢ Manage economy to ensure low
inflation and high employment

Welfare to work
Increases in in-work benefits
Increases in out-of-work benefits

Big investment in services - health,
education, childcare

Institutional transformation
Child Poverty Act and child poverty targets
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Child poverty targets for 2020

¢ Relative low income = Equivalised net household
income less than 60% median 2020 target: <10% of
children

¢ Combined low income and material deprivation =
Material deprivation >20% and equivalised net
household income less than 70% median 2020 target:
<5% of children

¢ ‘Absolute’ low income= Equivalised net household
income falling below 60% of the ‘adjusted base
amount’ 2020 target: <5% of children

¢ Persistent poverty= Equivalised net household income
less than 60% of median for 3 years prior to current
year 2020 target: not yet set
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. . Child poverty rates in the OECD (<50% median) circa
Child poverty fell — but not sustained 2008 ~UNICEF Innocenti Report Card 10
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Transfers reduce child poverty but not by Now recession and new coalition
much in Japan _government

¢ Plan to cut £80 billion deficit by 2013
¢ 25% from increases in taxes

¢ 75% from cuts in services and huge reduction
in public employment

Whole package highly regressive
Children have done much worse than
pensioners

IFS say it will increase child poverty
Unemployment up — youth at record levels
Discourse has become behavioural

Focus on early years
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Policy Lessons from the UK

ot : The 1999 Poverty and Social Exclusion Survey of Britain found
ChrlStlna Pantazis that the experience of poverty and social exclusion was
University Of BriStOl widespread. For example:

% Roughly 9 million people in Britain could not afford adequate
housing e.g. their home was unheated, damp or they could afford to
keep it in a decent state of decoration.

% About 10.5 million adults could not afford one or more essential
household goods, like carpets for living areas, a telephone or to
repair electrical goods or furniture when they broke or wore out.

< A third of British children were forced to go without at least one of
the things they need, like three meals a day, toys, out of school
activities or adequate clothing. Eighteen percent of children lacked
two or more necessities

Policy Lessons from the UK Policy Lessons from the UK

+Paid work can help lift individuals and families out

< Almost 10 million adults and 1 million children were poverty but in-work poverty remains a significant issue.

excluded from participating in social activities such as
visiting friends and family, having celebrations on special N . . .
occasions or attending weddings and funerals. * There is a need for improved benefits and higher
quality of universal public services.

“»Nearly 1 in ten of the population have no family member R . . . ...
outside the household who they see or speak to at least once < There is a need for improved environmental conditions
a week.

% There is a need to tackle the widening inequalities in

“*Nearly in 1 in ten people lack emotional or practical support income and health
in times of need.

“*Many people are without work and/or live households
where no one is in paid work
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Promoting Parenting: a UK response to
improving outcomes for children

Tackling Child Poverty: Lessons from the UK and New Frontiers in Japan
Doshisha University, Kyoto
9th January 2012

B PSE™

# Qverview

« Parenting
» Focus of political and policy attention in UK.
+ Current government emphasises importance of
parenting and downplays significance of poverty
» What is parenting?
 Cultural expectations about what ‘good’ parenthood is
= Difficulties of measuring parenting
» Refers to collection of activities, styles and attitudes
» But, ignores resources and how practices and
attitudes interact with social situation

« Parenting
UK governments’ view of family

» Conservative Government (1980s & early
1990s)

* ‘Family Values’

* “There is no such thing as society. There are individual
men and women and there are families.” (Margaret
Thatcher 1987)

» New Labour Government (1997—2010)
¢ ‘Hard-working Families’
« “Every policy examined, every initiative tested, every
avenue explored to see how we strengthen our
families” (Tony Blair 1997)

— 381 —

% Parenting
British Prime Ministers doing parenting...
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¥ Parenting
The current government’s view

« Parenting now often referred to as the most significant
element for children’s wellbeing

+ “ltis family background, parental education, good
parenting and the opportunities for learning and
development...that together matter more to children than
money (The Foundation Years: preventing poor children
becoming poor adults 2010:p5)

« “the right kind of parenting is a bigger influence on their
[children’s] future than wealth, class, education or any
other common social factor” (Early Intervention: The

¥« Parenting
The current government’s view

= “What matters most to a child’s life chances is not the
wealth of their upbringing but the warmth of their
parenting.” (David Cameron 2010)

« The current government therefore emphasises parenting
as offering both the cause of childhood problems as well
as the potential solution for countering negative
outcomes for children

- Parenting versus Poverty

% Parenting versus
Poverty
UK Riots August
2011

Explanations offered by
government focused on
individual responsibility
linked to absence of
appropriate parental role
models and inadequate
parenting

¥ What is Parenting?
From form to function

» Shift from interest in particular family forms
e.g. single parent households

- Shift to activities of parents “what parents
do not who they are that makes the
difference”
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% What is Parenting? # What is Parenting?
Contemporary Change in UK families Contemporary Change in UK families:

+ Separation of sex from marriage
+ Sex before marriage, extra- marital relationships, higher age at
martiage, higher levels of cohabitation, acceptance of gay
sexual relationships

Prince Charles and Camilla
the Duchess of Cornwall
divorced and remarried; extra-
marital relationship; children
from previous relationships.

» Reconstruction of marriage as a terminable arrangement
« Divorce and remarriage

» Separation of childbearing and childrearing from
marriage
« Extra-marital births, lone parenting, step/blended families

« What is Parenting? « What is Parenting?
Shift from “being’ to ‘doing Good Parenting = Intensive Parenting
* Intensive

» Variation in living arrangements and range of personal

relationships thought of as ‘family’ mean there is less « highly demanding, child-centred approach

focus on ensuring a single ‘best’ family form + time and emotionally intensive enterprise
* requires knowledge (from experts)
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« What is Parenting?
Intensive Parenting - Supernanny

« Routine and Teamwork

« “Sometimes, all a family needs is some structure and some
practice at working together to get them back on track.”

« Discipline and Reward
« “Positive attention and praise are the most effective rewards for
good behaviour, but sometimes it's important to give your child
boundaries and let them know that certain behaviour is
unacceptable” ‘Naughty Step’

http://www.channel4.com/programmes/supernanny
hitp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aj0u8aZ-508

# What is Parenting?
(also) Good Parenting = Intimate Parenting

« Intimacy

dyadic approach, focused on development of close
parent-child relationship

emotionally intensive (though not necessarily time
intensive

.

.

.

requires communication, emotional engagement

& Measuring Parenting

« “We all know what good parenting looks like” (David
Cameron 2010)

+ But not straightforward to translate these cultural
expectations into quantifiable measures; most
sociological research has relied on qualitative research

< Parent-child relationship
« Parenting behaviours
» Parenting activities

#« Measuring Parenting

» Parenting measurement tends to include:

» (1) Parent-child relationship, e.g. perception of
relationship quality ‘how close a relationship do you have
with your child?’

« Relationship quality is inherently subjective.
« Not meaningful unless both parties express an opinion

« Measure requires a battery of questions, preferably supported by
observations and interviews as well

B oo
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