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e Sample of 1350 adults (20 years +),
randomly chosen from residents’ register all
over Japan

e 1350 responses (response rate = 67.5%)

e For 28 items, asked respondents whether
they thought it is “necessary” to live
normally in Japan (Type A question)
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* UK question: “Toys (e.g. dolls, teddies)
** Australia : Community Understanding of Poverty and Social Exclusion Survey 2006 in Saunders et al.
(2007)

Data: Japan Child Necessity Survey 2008 in Abe (2008), UK Office for National Statistics Omnibus
Survey 1998, in Gordon et al. (2000)

e “Poverty” was not an issue that was well-known in
Japan in 2003. = General public only had idea of
“absolute” poverty

e Maybe a “wording problem™?

e Too rapid economic growth in the 60’s to 70’s ->
“collective” memory of old days?

e Envy and nostalgia for “simple life”?

— 200 —




o Date Surveyed: May 2011

(Bad timing — too much after effect of the
3.11.2011. earthquake ?7?)

e Mail survey

e Sample of 3000 adults (20 years +),
randomly chosen from survey company’s
“monitors”

e 1518 responses (response rate = 50.6%)

(A) In modern Japanese society, in order for a
household to live normally, what do you think are
minimally necessary ? (200 sample, 109
responses 54.5%) — exact wording of 2003
survey

(B) This question is about a standard of living for alll
people in Japan today. In order to live a modern
life, what items do you think are necessary and
should be able to be acquired by everybody?
(2800 sample, 1409 responses 50.3%)
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“| would like you to indicate the living standards you
feel all adults (and children) should have in Britain
today. Box A is for items which you think are
necessary, which all adults should be able to afford
and which they should not have to do without. Box

B is for items which may be desirable but are not
necessary.”
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Comparisonof A vs, B {weighted) Adultitems
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i00%

e Almost without exception, the A question tends to
get higher support than the B question.

Items Stat.Different at 1%
(selected)

Microwave-oven 67-39
Air conditioner 74-47
Computer 35-14

Camera 38-13

Multiple bedrooms 59-38
Fire insurance 88-41
Relative’s wedding 73-52
Automobile 66-33

To be able to save every month
62-38

o Clothes for funeral/weddings
(Reifuku) 42-25
Family’s own kitchen 85-67

fItems wio Stat.diff.

Telephone (home) 70-65

Bed &Futon for everybody 83-77
iPod 3-3

Fire detector 56-58

Place to be alone 37-30

Fruits 29-30

Doctor 95-95

Dentist 93-93

New Year’s celebration 31-27
Transportation cost 58-48
Money to go to movies, etc. 9-9
Pension insurance 78-75
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2011{A) vs. 2003 : adult items

2011{A) v5. 2003 : children's items
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2011 (A Guestion) { 20311{A Question}

e There is no apparent trend in adult items, but there is
more support for children’s items.
e (*1) 2003 Walkman, CD, MD Players, 2011 Mobile music player (ipod etc.)

Gained more than 10%

e Family’s own bath or shower
e Family’s own kitchen

e To be able to go to relative’s
weddings/funerals (including
gifts)

¢ To be able to save every
month

o Multiple bedrooms (for
households with more than a
couple)

¢ [nternet access

Lost more than 10%

o Telephone at home (stationary
telephone)

o Separate sleeping space from
living room

« Video player (DVD, Blue-ray
or video equipment in 2011)

— 204 —




Gained more than 10% Lost more than 10%
(8 items) (1 item)

e Toys (sports equip., teddy e Walkman, CD/MD Player
bears, etc.) (Mobile music player like iPod,

e Bicycle or tricycle in 2011)

e Pocket money for children
over 12 yrs

» Juku (out of school education)
Birthday present

e Xmas present

High school education

University (or junior college)
education

e Pick items with a lot of change. See by sub-groups.
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Support {%] of items ; Urban vs. Rural {adults,

w}B only
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Support {%} of ltems : No child vs. Has Child
{aduits, w}Bonly
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% saying "Definitely required”: Above 70 years
ES old vs. Below 30 years old
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| ‘Womenvs. Men

Education | CEEL | High school vs.

Middle+High school vs.
College+ - & | College+ :

Minority ethnic vs. non-
minority . = ;

Subjective poor vs.
Subjective rich
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