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Universal Design and Reasonable Accommodation in Disaster
Preparedness for Persons with Special Needs

——Examination of the Interagency Action Plan in Hawaii—

Chikako YAMAKI, Mieko MOCHIZUKI

The importance of disaster preparedness for persons with special needs is
widely acknowledged. Though some leading local governments are struggling
to make a list of persons with special health needs or to build support systems
among their neighbors, most of them have a rocky road ahead. In order to drive
forward the disaster preparedness for persons with special needs, contribution
from professionals in medical and welfare fields is expected.

When we think theoretically, applying the concepts of universal design and
reasonable accommodation -which is stated in UN Convention on the persons
with disabilities- into disaster preparedness plans is the best way to cover all
the citizens in the area. Inter Agency Action Plan in Hawaii is a good example
because persons with special needs themselves are the member of the committee
and contribute to the plan.

Discussion is summarized that this plan is successfully made up with
universal design concept and reasonable accommodation, and it is applicable to
local disaster preparedness plans in Japan.

Key Words : Disaster preparedness for persons with special needs, Universal
design, Reasonable accommodation, Interagency action plan, Hawaii
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