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Questionnaire on the national dental board examination
Background of this investigation

In Japan, students who have graduated from dental schools must pass the National
Dental Board examination (NDBE) for dental licensure. The NDBE is conducted
annually by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, and the passing rate is around
70%. The examination is not a clinical evaluation but consists of multiple-choice
questions including basic science, patient cases and simulated clinical questions. For
social and ethical reasons, it is difficult to perform a clinical evaluation of students in
Japan. Therefore, we need to improve the NDBE to evaluate the clinical ability of
applicants. The information you provide will be used only to improve the NDBE. Your

cooperation would be deeply appreciated.

Please fill in or tick each yellow box below.

1. General information about your home country

1)  Name of your home country

2)  National population

3)  Total number of dental schools

4)  Total number of students graduating from dental schools each year
5) Total number of dentists

2. National dental board examination (NDBE)
1)  In your country, must dental students pass an NDBE for dental licensure?
[OYes, they must pass an NDBE.
[INo, after graduation from dental schools, they are automatically given
the dental license.
OOthers( )
If the answer above is “No”, you do not need to answer the following questions.

— Thank you for completing this questionnaire.




If your answer above is “Yes” or “Others”, please proceed to the questions below.
2)  When do applicants take the NDBE?
OAfter graduation from dental school.
ODuring the dental school term.
COthers( )
3) How many hours does the NDBE take?
hours/ day/ days
4) What was the passing rate for the 2009 NDBE in your country?
%
4)-1 What was the passing rate for first-time examinees?
%
4)-2 What was the passing rate for applicants who were not taking the NDBE
for the first time?
%
5) In what way does an applicant take the NDBE?
OComputer testing
[OWritten examination
(OOther( )
6) How is the passing standard of the NDBE decided?
OThe passing rate is predetermined. (e.g., the top 80% of the applicants
pass the exam)
%
OThe passing score is fixed. (e.g., the applicants who correctly answer 60%
or more of the questions pass the exam)
%
OOther ( )
7)  Categories of questions in the NDBE (Please tick all applicable answers.)
[JBasic science (Anatomy, Biochemistry, Physiology, Microbiology,
Pathology, Dental Materials, Pharmacology, etc.)
Operative Dentistry
OPeriodontics
CEndodontics
[(Prosthodontics
[IPedodontics
[0Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
JAnesthesiology and Pain Control




O Orthodontics
[0Oral Diagnosis
[1Clinical Cases
OClinical Procedures
[10ral Medicine
OOthers ( )
8) How are the questions prepared? Please tick all applicable answers.
[(1The members of the NDBE c.ommittee prepare questions every year.
[(OThe questions have been already prepared and pooled.
The questions are collected publicly.
OOthers( )
9)  Does the NDBE require foreign language skills?
(Yes
ONo
10) Does the NDBE include questions on the correlation between oral health and
systemic diseases?
[(1Yes
[No
OOthers ( )
11) Does the NDBE include questions on social security and welfare service?
OYes
UNo
(Others ( )
12) Does the NDBE include critical questions that reject the applicants if the answers
are incorrect, because wrong answers would cause serious injury to a patient?
[OYes
[ONo
OOthers ( )
13) How many times can the applicant take the NDBE?
OThe candidate can take the exam time(s).
U There is no limitation.
14) How much does it cost for the applicant to take the NDBE?
(There is a fee: US$
01t is free.




3. Style of the NDBE

1) Please provide the style of the NDBE and tick all applicable answers.
[IDescriptive test
OMultiple-choice questions MCQ)  —2)

OInterview

(OClinical evaluations —3)
[ITechnical skills (dental technique) ~—3)
OOther ( )

2)  If you have ticked "Multiple-choice questions (MCQ)" above, please answer the
following questions. ’
2-1) Total number of MCQ in NDBE
2-2)  Type of MCQ
(e.g. One correct answer is selected from 5 provided answers.)
3) If you have ticked “Clinical evaluations” or “Technical skills (dental technique)”

above, please describe the contents in detail.

4) How are the clinical abilities of the applicants evaluated?
OClinical evaluations using real patients
OClinical evaluations using models
OSimulated clinical questions
OOthers ( )

4. Dental license renewal

1) Are dentists required to renew their dental license in your country?
(ONo, the license is valid for life.
OYes, the license must be renewed every __ year(s).
OOthers( )

2) Ifrenewal of the dental license is necessary, how do dentists renew it?
(DDentists take an exam to renew their dental license.
OThe dentist needs to earn predetermined credits for continuing
education or other courses.
OOthers ( )




5. NDBE and undergraduate education

1)  Are there particular hours in dental schools to prepare for the NDBE?
OYes
No

6. NDBE and postgraduate education
1) Do dentists need to undergo vocational training after obtaining their dental
license?

OYes, after: years

ONo

7. Please attach your undergraduate education program outline, if possible.
( Please attach as a PDF file. )

8. Please feel free to make any additional comments here.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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Questionnaire on the national board examination for dental hygienists
Background of this investigation

In Japan, the National Board Examination for Dental Hygienists (NBEDH) is
conducted annually by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare. The information
you kindly provide is used only as part of our plan to improve the NBEDH. Your

cooperation would be deeply appreciated.

Please fill in or tick each yellow box below.

1. General information about your home country
1)  Total number of dental hygienist schools
2)  Total number of students graduating from dental hygienist schools each year

3)  Total number of dental hygienists

2. Schools for dental h&gienists
1)  Are there accredited schools for dental hygienists in your country?
UYes
[1No
2)  How long is the course in dental hygienist schools? Please tick all applicable
answers.
[d1-year course
[J2-year course
J3-year course
[(04-year course
COthers( )

3) Distribution of dental hygienist schools in number by course years.

[J1-year course schools
[J2-year course schools
[13-year course schools
[J4-year course schools
OOthers ( )




4) How are dental hygienist schools classified?
[JTechnical school

Odunior college

[JUniversity
OOthers( )
5)  Are there any legal regulations stipulating how students learn at dental hygienist
school?
UYes If "Yes", how many teaching hours are compulsory? Hours
INo

6) Please provide information on technical training courses.

7)  Can dental hygienists have their own clinic where the patient is treated not by
dentists but hygienists?

LYes

[No

3. Qualification of dental hygienists

1) Are dental hygienists' qualifications certified by the government?
OYes, dental hygienists are certified by the government.
[INo, dental hygienists are certified by

[1No, there is no qualification system for dental hygienists.
[OOthers ( ).

2) How are dental hygienist qualifications certified?
OBy an NBEDH. —4
By regional or state board examination. —b
[IBy graduation examination at dental hygienist school. —5
[The dental hygienist does not need to be qualified. —5
OOthers ( ) —5

4. If your answer was “By an NBEDH” in 3-2) above, please answer the questions in this
section. If not, please jump to Section 5.
1)  What is the qualification of applicants for NBEDH?

[JGraduation from a certified dental hygienist school.

OOthers ( )




2) In what way does the applicant take NBEDH?
OComputer testing
COWritten examination
OOthers ( )
3)  What is the passing standard of NBEDH?
OThe passing rate is fixed.
(e.g., the top 80% of the applicants pass the exam) __ %
OThe passing score is fixed.
(e.g., the applicants who correctly answer 60% or more of the questions
pass the exam) %
OOthers ( )
4)  Please classify the contents of NBEDH and fill in how each portion is weighted as

a percentage. Please tick all applicable answers.

ODescriptive test %
COMultiple-choice questions MCQ) %
OInterview %
[Clinical evaluation ’ %
[Technical skills %
OOther ( ) %

5)  Categories of questions. Please tick all applicable answers.
[0 Basic science (Anatomy, Biochemistry, Physiology, Microbiology,
Pathology, Dental Materials, Pharmacology, etc.)
ODental prophylaxis
[(JPeriodontics
ODental assistance
OEthics
ONutritional guidance
ODental health guidance
OOther ( )
6) If you have ticked “MCQ” in 4-2), please provide the information below.

6)-1 Type of MCQ (e.g. , one correct answer is selected from 5 provided answers)

7 If you have ticked “Clinical evaluation” in 4-4), please provide the information

below.




7)-1 Category of evaluation. (Please tick all applicable answers.)
[ Fluoride application
[ISealant
[1Scaling
[JRoot planning
[(OTooth brushing guidance
OOther ( )
8) How are the clinical abilities of the applicants evaluated?
UClinical evaluations using patients
OClinical evaluations using models
[(JSimulated clinical questions
COthers ( \ )
9)  Who are the examiners in the NBEDH?
[Dentists
L1Government officers
OSyndics
[IDental hygienists
OOthers ( )
10) How much does it cost for an applicant to take the NBEDH?
[(OThere is a fee:_ US$
) (It is free.
11) How many hours does the NBEDH take?
' hours/ day/ days
12) What was the passing rate of the 2009 NBEDH?
%
13) How many times can the applicant take NBEDH?

[(JThe applicant can take the exam time(s).

OThere is no limitation.

5. Dental hygienist license renewal

1)  Are dental hygienists required to renew their license in your country?
[INo, the license is valid for life.
[OYes, the license must be renewed every  year(s).
[(O0ther ( )




2) If renewal of the license is necessary, how do dental hygienists renew it?
ODental hygienists take an exam to renew their license.
ODental hygienists must collect predetermined credits that are given at

continuing education courses or elsewhere.
OOther ( )

6. Please attach your dental hygienist education program outline, if possible.

7. Please feel free to make any additional comments here.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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Questionnaire on the national board examination for dental technicians

Background of this investigation

In Japan, the National Board Examination for Dental Technicians (NBEDT) is
conducted annually by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare. The information
you kindly provide is used only as part of our plan to improve the NBEDT. Your

cooperation would be deeply appreciated.
Please fill in or tick each yellow box below.

1. General information about your home country
1)  Total number of dental technician schools
2)  Total number of students graduating from dental technician schools each year

3)  Total number of dental technicians

2. Schools for dental technicians
1)  Are there accredited schools for dental technicians in your country?
[IYes
[INo
2)  How long is the course for dental technicians? Please tick all applicable answers.
[11-year course
[12-year course
3-year course
[14-year course
OOther ( k )

3)  Distribution of dental technician schools in number by course years.

[J1-year course schools
[J2-year course schools
[O03-year course schools
[]4-year course schools
OOther ( ) schools




4) How are dental technician schools classified?
OTechnical school
OdJunior college
OUniversity
OOther ( )
5)  Are there any legal regulations stipulating how students learn at dental technician
school?
OYes If "Yes", how many teaching hours are compulsory? Hours
[INo
6) Do dental technician schools have clinical courses?
UYes
[INo

7)  Please provide information on technical training courses.

8) Do dental technicians need to be qualified to have a dental laboratory?

OYes If yes, what type of qualification is necessary?

What is required to obtain the qualifiéation?

[ONo

3. Qualification of dental technicians
1)  Are dental technicians' qualifications certified by the government?
OYes, dental technicians are certified by the government.

[ONo, dental technicians are certified by

(ONo, there is no qualification system for dental technicians.
OOthers ( ).

2)  How are dental technician qualifications certified?
0By an NBEDT. —4
OBy regional or state board examination. —5
OBy graduation examination at dental technician school. —5
ONo, dental technicians do not need to be qualified. —5
OOthers ( ) —5




4. If your answer was “By an NBEDT” in 3-2) above, please answer the questions in this
section. If not, please jump to Section 5.
1)  What is the qualification of applicants for NBEDT?
OGraduation from a certified dental technician school.
OOthers ( ).
2) In what way does an applicant take the NBEDT?
[IComputer testing
COWritten examination
COthers ( ).
3)  What is the passing standard of the NBEDT?
OThe passing rate is fixed.
(e.g., the top 80% of the applicants pass the exam) %
[OThe passing score is fixed.
(e.g., the applicants who correctly answer 60% or more of the questions pass
theexam.) %
~ OOthers ( ).
4)  Please classify the contents of the NBEDT and fill in how each portion is weighted

as a percentage. Please tick all applicable answers.

[ODescriptive test %
(OMultiple-choice questions (MCQ) %
CInterview %
[UTechnical skills %
OOther ( ) %

5)  Category of questions. Please tick all applicable answers.
OTooth anatomy, Oral anatomy
[JComplete denture prosthodontics
CRemovable partial prosthodontics
U Crown and bridge prosthodontics
[Operative dentistry -

UOrthodontics technical methods
[1Pedodontics technical methods
OOcclusion and articulator

ODental material science and technology
[IDental Technicians Act

OOther ( )




6) If you have ticked “MCQ” in 4-4), please provide the information below.
6)-1 Type of MCQ (e.g., one correct answer is selected from 5 provided

answers)

7)  If you have ticked "Technical skills" in 4-4), please tick all applicable contents of
the NBEDT.

CJArrangement of artificial teeth

[OWazxing for complete denture

OTooth carving

OWaxing-up for full cast crown

[OWire bending for wire clasp

CWaxing-up for resin veneer crown
OOthers ( )
8  Who are the examiners in the NBEDT?
ODentists
JGovernment officers
[1Syndics
ODental technicians
OOthers( )
9)  How much does it cost for an applicant to take the NBEDT?
COThereisafee:_ US$
(1t is free. ‘
10) How many hours does the NBEDT take?
hours/ day/ days
11) What was the passing rate of the 2009 NBEDT?
%
12) How many times can an applicant take the NBEDT?
OThe applicant can take the exam____ time(s).

OThere is no limitation.

5. Dental technician license renewal

1)  Are dental technicians required to renew their license in your country?
[INo, the license is valid for life.
[1Yes, the license must be renewed every___ year(s).
OO0thers ( )
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