Projects involving gay and bisexual men themselves, as well as HIV positive people has resulted in the
development of educational materials and methods which have high appeal to those affected by HI'V and
have promoted collaboration with a diverse number of individuals and groups within the gay community.
It is critical that “akta’ be a place easily accessible by the gay community and one that is managed by
the gay community. Through collaboration with gay commercial venues, NPO PLACE Tokyo and other
NGOs, materials and projects which raise the issues of HIV-positive people living in the gay community
have been conducted. Community center “akta’ has created a focal point for HIV prevention, support for
HIV positive people, and gay community development, and it is critical that such activities are supported
and increased in order to meet the unmet and growing needs of MSM regarding HIV prevention and
support.
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HIV Surveillance Trends and the Direction of
HIV prevention policy in Japan

Seiichi Ichikawa

Abstract

Prevention of HIV infection is dependent on individuals' knowledge and application of HIV preventive
behaviors. However, in order to facilitate individual behavior changes, the development of an environ-
ment which supports information seeking and behavior changes is required. Japan HIV/AIDS surveil-
lance data indicates the need to implement effective measures to deal with increasing infection rates
among male homosexuals and foreigners. Measures needed include: the building of supportive environ-
ments to promote knowledge about HIV and Sexually Transmissible Infections, increasing the support
for programs which encourage safer sex behavioral changes, improvement of the HIV counseling and
testing svstems to more effectively deal with the uneasiness accompanying HIV infection risk, and im-
provement of HIV related medical care, particularly for forcigners and homosexual men.

Key Words: HIV, AIDS, HIV prevention. HIV policy, HIV counseling and testing
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