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Summary

Histoplasmosis and Pseudofarcy in Japan

SANO Ayako! TAKAHASHI Hideo?
MURATA Yoshiteru® and TOUJINBARA Kageaki*

Histoplasmosis caused by Histoplasma capsulatum is classified into three
diseases based on the host and endemic area, such as histoplasmosis capsulati
corresponds to histoplasmosis distributed world-wide, histoplasmosis duboisii
referring to African histoplasmosis, and histoplasmosis farciminosi to equine
pseudofarcy. Histoplasmosis in Japan has been regarded as an imported
mycosis, however, autochthonous cases were recorded in humans, dogs, a horse
and a cow after the first autochthonous human histoplasmosis reported by Dr.
Hitoshi Yamato in 1957. On the other hand, the academic description of the
pseudofarcy and its causative agent has been documented by Dr. Hatsukuma
Tokishige in 1893. Thereafter, the cumulative numbers of pseudofarcy in
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Japan reached to more than 33,000 horses during World War II Recently,
cases of a human and dogs were found to be caused by a H capsulatum var.
farciminosum-related genotype and suggested that heteroxenous pseudofarcy
has occurred both in humans and dogs. Furthermore, the first Japanese
autochthonous case reported by Yamato et al, has been long suspected to
be histoplasmosis duboisii based on histopathological findings. The present
study demonstrated the existence of histoplasmosis duboisii in Japan, because
a canine histoplasmosis was found to be caused by a H. capsulatum var.
duboisii-related genotype pathogen on the basis of the phylogenetic analysis
using internal transcribes spacer regions of ribosomal RNA gene sequences.
These data suggested that a few of the autochthonous histoplasmosis cases
in Japan were caused by A capsulatum var. duboisii-related genotypes. At
present, we confirmed that Japanese autochthonous histoplasmoses are caused
by H capsulatum var. farciminosum- and H. capsulatum var. duboisii-related
genotypes. Medical and veterinary clinicians should recognize that Japan is one
of the endemic areas of histoplasmosis.
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Two cases of tinea corporis caused by Trichophyton verrucosum

Takao Saruta

Abstract

We report two cases of tinea corporis caused by Trichophyton verrucosum
(T.V.). One patient was a 20-year-old female (cervical region), and the other a
30-year-old male (forearm). In both cases, T.V. was identified by a microscopic
test of colonies grown on culture media. A biological examination also identified
both cases to be T.V. In the second case, fungus isolated from cows had a
matching gene sequence with a known isolate. The first case was treated by
combined oral administration of 50mg of Itrizole® and 125mg Lamisil®. The
second case was treated by oral administration of 100mg of Itrizole®. An
antifungal agent for external use was also used in both cases.
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