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Summary
Problems in community care for the mentally disordered offenders in Japan
MATSUBARA Saburo

At the end of 2009, almost 490 offenders were cared under the compulsory outpatient
treatment program of “the Act for the Medical Treatment and Supervision of Insane Persons
Who Caused Serious Harm” which was enacted in July 2003. In these 56 months, only 1.3% (9
cases) of outpatients was re-admitted in the inpatient care hospitals and only 0.8 % (4 cases)
patients committed the second offense. There are 320 designated hospitals for outpatient
care, however, their functions for the community care are very poor; small number of
visiting nurses and social workers for the out-reach care. The success in the community
care under the Act could be explained by the system of the community care, such as the
“individual implementation plan” should be drawn up at the care conference, which involves
many organizations related to the community care. Moreover, it was suggested that the
compulsory outpatient treatment under the Act itself is very effective.
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