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Possible relation between clinical guidelines and legal standard of medicine

wIRE? e

Abstract
Legal standard of medicine is not equal across the all kinds of medical institutions.

Each medical institution is required its respective standard of medicine in which its
doctors are expected to have studied medical informations, which have been spread
among medical institutions with similar characteristics. Therefore, in principle, clinical

guidelines for the treatment of a disease formed by public committees do not directly
become the medical standards of respective disease treatment. However, doctors would
be legally required to practice medicine with reference to the clinical guidelines because
medical informations, mediated by internet or many kinds of media, have been spread
very fast to all medical institutions these days. Moreover, doctors would be required to
inform their patients of non-standardized new treatments, even if such treatments are
not listed in clinical guidelines in case patients have special concern about new treat-

ments.

Key words: clinical guideline, standard of medicine, medical-malpractice lawsuit,

informed consent, EBM
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