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A case of giant mucinous cyst-adenocarcinoma of the pancreas treated
by curative surgery following neoadjuvant chemotherapy.
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Fig.1: Abdominal enhanced CT scan shows as-
cites in the abdominal cavity. A low density
area which seems like hematoma is seen in the
periphery of the spleen. Further a cyst (arrow)
adjacent to the spleen is seen at the dorsal
aspect of the pancreas body. Splenic rupture is
thus diagnosed.
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Fig. 2: Macroscopic findings of the resected speci-
men : A hematoma is formed under the capsule
of the spleen and the capsule has fallen off from
the spleen. A dilated splenic artery is confirmed
at the hilus of the lung.
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Fig. 3 : Histopathological findings: infiltration of
inflammatory cells is seen in the splenic artery, an
area from the tunica intra to media has been re-
placed with granulation tissue, and the internal elas-
tic laminae of the artery have broken. The presence
of a splenic aneurysm due to pancreatitis is suggest-
ed (Elastica van Gieson stain, X 4).
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A CASE OF NONTRAUMATIC SPLENIC RUPTURE ASSOCIATED WITH
ALCOHOLIC CHRONIC PANCREATITIS

Koji MIYAZAWA, Masahiro USUDA, Hiroshi SUZUKI,
[zumi MOCHIZUKI and Tsutomu SAKUMA*

Division of Surgery, Center of Gastroenterology, and Department of Pathology*, Iwate Prefectural Hospital

A T77-year-old man who had had a drinking habit had the sudden onset of epigastralgia. He was
diagnosed as having splenic rupture and underwent emergency operation. During surgery, a ruptured
spleen and a pseudocyst were identified, and splenectomy was performed. Histopathological studies
suggested that a splenic aneurysm might rupture due to pancreatitis. We had great difficulties in treating
fistula of the pancreas after the operation, but eventually we were able to manage the fistula. The patient
has been followed in the clinic.
Non-traumatic splenic rupture is a rare entity, and it is known that the disease may be caused by
alcoholic chronic pancreatitis, hematological / metabolic disorders, infections, and malignant neoplasms.
This paper deals with our experience with a patient who could be saved by splenectomy for splenic
rupture which might be caused by rupture of a splenic aneurysm secondary to alcoholic chronic pan-
creatitis.
Key words : splenic rupture, chronic pancreatitis, splenic artery aneurysm
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