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“Work-family Reconciliation Policies” on Women's
Employment Outcomes and on Gender Equality

- Women, Poverty, and Social Policy Regimes:
A Cross-national Analysis based on Luxembourg Income Study data -

PRESENTED AT THE 15th IPSS ANNUAL SEMINAR
TOKYO, JAPAN
12 JANUARY 2011

Janet C. Gornick
LIS Director
Professor, City University of New York

and

Markus Jantti
LIS Research Director
Professor, Stockholm University

Goals for today

I Provide a brief description of
the Luxembourg Income Study (LIS):
--Whatis LIS?
-- What kind of research does LIS facilitate?

Il. Present highlights from a recent study based on LIS:

Gornick, Janet C. and Markus Jantti. 2010. Women, Poverty, and Social
Policy Regimes: A Cross-National Analysis. LIS Working Paper No. 534,
Luxembourg.

Ml Close with comments on work-family reconciliation policies,
which influence women’s relationship to the labour market
and, by extension, their poverty outcomes.
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|. The Luxembourg Income Study

The Luxembourg Income Study (LIS)

www.lisproject.org (new URL coming soon: www.lisdatacenter.org)

LIS, is a 27-year-old data archive and research center located in Luxembourg,
with a small satellite office in New York and an “outpost” in Stockholm.

LIS’ main contribution is the creation of a publicly-accessible database
containing cross-nationally comparable microdatasets (i.e., data available at
the person and household levels).

The main database — the Luxembourg Income Study (L/S) — contains income
surveys. LIS now contains approximately 200 datasets from nearly 40
countries, organized around six time points (5-year intervals, 1980-2006).

Currently, most datasets are from high-income countries. In the next 3-5 years,
LIS plans to add 10-15 middle-income countries.

A second, newer, smaller database - the Luxembourg Wealth Study (LWS) —
contains 15 wealth datasets from 10 countries. LWS was established in 2007.
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The Luxembourg Income Study (LIS) continued

www.lisproject.org (new URL coming soon: www.lisdatacenter.org)

The LIS data include disaggregated data on market income, taxes, and
transfers; household demography; labor market activity; and (in some
datasets) expenditures/consumption.

The data are accessible via three channels: (1) remote access; (2) “webtab”;
(3) Key Figures.

The LIS data are used by mainly by economists, sociologists, and policy
researchers. The main areas of study are poverty, income distribution, and
labor market outcomes and inequalities. Political scientists also use the data,
often combining L/S indicators at the country-level with other country data.

LIS also houses a Visiting Scholar program, an annual training workshop,
and Working Paper series.

The LIS data may be used for free by students in any country in the world.
Non-students in financially-contributing countries may use the data for free.
Other researchers are asked to pay individual user fees.

ll. Women, Poverty,
and Social Policy Regimes
(Gornick & Jantti 2010)
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Study design — 1.
Countries and years covered.

This study includes 26 countries:

5 Anglophone countries

6 Continental countries

4 Nordic countries

2 Eastern European

3 Southern European countries
6 Latin American datasets .

The datasets are from Wave V (2000) and Wave VI (2004).

Study design — 2.
Income variables.

For most of this study, we rely on two household (HH) income variables:
post-tax, pre-transfer income (“pre”) and post-tax, post-transfer income (“post”).

pre = earnings + cash property income + income from
occupational pensions — income taxes — mandatory payroll
taxes

post = pre + private transfers + social insurance + social
assistance

HH income is adjusted to account for HH size:
Yap, =Y/ (household size) -

We present one set of exploratory results based on a measure of person-level
income, which can also be calculated either pre- or post-transfer. Our measure of
person-level income captures income streams, such as earnings and some
pensions, that can be meaningfully assigned to individual household members.
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