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water resonance was suppressed using by presaturation during the first incre-
ment of the NOESY pulse sequence, with irradiation occurring during the
2.0s relaxation delay and also during the 100ms mixing time. Prior to
Fourier transformation (FT), the FIDs were zero-filled to 128 K and an expo-
nential line broadening factor of 0.5 Hz was applied.!>!> All peak intensity
values (in arbitrary units) were expressed as the means of three separate ex-
periments (n=3). Following each spectrum acquisition, the sample was
stored at 4 °C and protected from light.

NMR Data Reduction and Preprocessing All 'H-NMR spectra were
phased and baseline corrected by Chenomx NMR Suite 5.0 software, profes-
sional edition (Chenomx Inc., Canada). Each '"H-NMR spectrum was subdi-
vided into regions having an equal bin size of 0.04 ppm over a chemical shift
range of 0.5—9.0 ppm (excluding the region around the water signal; 4.6—
5.0 ppm), and the regions within each bin were integrated. The integrated in-
tensities were then normalized to the total spectra area, and the data was
converted from the Chenomx software format into Microsoft Excel format
(*. xIs). The resultant data sets were then imported into SIMCA-P version
12.0 (Umetrics AB, Umed, Sweden) for multivariate statistical analysis.

Multivariate Data Analysis PCA was performed to examine the intrin-
sic variation in the data set."*'” The quality of the models was described by
R* and (? parameters, which indicate the proportion of variance in the data
explained by models and goodness of fit. R%x represents the goodness of fit
of the PCA model, and Q7 reveals the predictability of the PCA model.'®

Results and Discussion

YH-NMR spectra of OXT obtained at Days 0, 7 and 14 are
shown in Fig. 1. While a simple visual inspection suggests
that the analysis of a qualitative and quantitative changes
might be difficult in three spectra, real spectral differences
may be detected if changes can be represented as points in a
multidimensional space and examined using PCA. As such,
PCA of each OXT spectrum was performed. As a result, dis-
tinct differences among the three 'H-NMR spectra were read-
ily detected by both the scores of principal component 1
(PC1) and principal component 2 (PC2), and can be clearly
depicted as three separate points as shown in Fig. 2. The
PCA modeling revealed R%x and Q” values of 0.80 and 0.49
for PC1, indicating 80% of variance and 49% predictability
in the multidimensional space, respectively (Fig. 2). On the
other hand, PC2 was explained with a low contribution ratio
of 20%. This result suggests a high contribution rate for PC1,
indicating that each of the two spectra collected at 7 and 14d
are considerably different from the spectrum collected at Day
0. The differences of the data points on PC1 likely reflect the
progress of time-dependent changes of the OXT sample.

The loading plot of all 'H-NMR signals evaluated is

0 day
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Fig. 1. 'H-NMR Spectra of OXT in 10mm Phosphate Buffer (pH 6.2) at
25°C, Collected Every 7d :
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shown in Fig. 3. This loading plot reveals the contributions
of particular variables (integral regions, in this study) to-
wards either an increase or a decrease in integrated intensi-
ties over time. In this case, each variable represents a peak at
a particular chemical shift in the 'H-NMR spectral region
shown in Fig. 1. From the score and loading plots, the com-
ponents responsible for increasing or decreasing time-de-
pendent changes can be identified. In addition, the variables
at the chemical shifts associated with the largest changes in
integrated intensity can be found farther away (to either the
left or to the right) from the center of the PCl coordinate
axis.

Eight variables showing typical fluctuations in Fig. 3 were
identified, and time-dependent changes of the integrated in-
tensities associated with these variables are shown in Fig. 4.
The tendency of the intensity of each of these variables to ei-
ther increase or decrease is evident, and suggests the forma-
tion of new degradation products (Fig. 4A) or the decompo-
sition of the original OXT sample (Fig. 4B).

An increase of the negative value along the PC1 axis in
Fig. 3 of four variables (6 0.82, 2.34, 6.82 and 7.06 ppm) is
associated with larger increases in integrated intensity over
time (Fig. 4A), and an increase of the positive value along
the PC1 axis in Fig. 3 of four variables (8 0.90, 7.22, 2.06
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Fig. 2. The PCA Scores Plot Derived from the 'H-NMR Spectra Data of
OXT
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Fig. 3. The PCA Loading Plot Derived from the 'H-NMR Spectra Data of
OXT

The variables are shown in chemical shifts, ppm.
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Fig. 4. Time-Dependent Changes in the OXT 'H-NMR Spectrum Showing the Formation of New Decomposition Products (A) and the Decomposition of

OXT (B)

and 4.14ppm) is associated with larger decreases in inte-
grated intensity over time (Fig. 4B). In addition, while the
time-dependent increases in intensity for each variable in
Fig. 4A are surmised to be due to new peaks from OXT de-
composition products of OXT, identifying individual peaks
in Fig. 1 associated with these decomposition products is dif-
ficult, as these peaks are minor signals. The peaks correspond-
ing to these particular variables were too small to analyze
further. On the other hand, peaks for each variable in Fig. 4B
could be identified: the variable at 0.90 ppm was attributed to
both the §H (6 0.88) and y'H (& 0.89) of Ile and to the 6'H
(8 0.90) of Leu; the variable at 7.22ppm to the 2', 6'H (&
7.22) of Tyr; the variable at 2.06 ppm to the yH (& 2.05) of
Pro and to the BH (§ 2.08) of Gin; and the variable at
4.14 ppm to the oH (8 4.14) of Gln and to the aH (6 4.16)
of Ile. Therefore, some amino acids for each variable in Fig.
4B are inferred to be associated with OXT decomposition,
although proposing a specific decomposition mechanism for
OXT is difficult owing to the complexity of protein/peptide
systems.

Recently biotechnology-derived drugs for medical treat-
ment are increasingly receiving attention, but many problems
associated with the quality, efficacy, and safety of biologics
persist. Almost all biologics are designed to mimic human
proteins to better predict pharmacological effects, and are
thus produced from recombinant or non-recombinant cell-
culture expression systems. Preserving the consistency of
these complex products during the production is important,
as well as reducing or eliminating molecular heterogeneity
and higher-order structural aggregates. In addition, since raw
materials derived from animals or humans may be used dur-
ing production,” consideration of possible viral contamina-
tion is also crucial. To date, the quality of manufactured bio-
logics is evaluated by measuring biological activity of the bi-
ologics, rather than through analysis of physicochemical in-
formation. In fact, the product complexity and purity for
quality control of biologics are quite difficult to evaluate by
current physicochemical methodologies, such as SDS-PAGE,
CE, MS, and HPLC.>™'?

As a new approach for assessing the quality of biopharma-
ceuticals, we examined a method to distinguish time-depend-

ent changes of OXT 'H-NMR spectra by introducing PCA of
NMR signals. We initially found that simple visual inspec-
tion was insufficient to distinguish whether the three 'H-
NMR spectra of OXT, gathered every 7d for 14d, showed
time-dependent changes. However, the PCA scores plot of
these same spectra clearly revealed time-dependent changes.
In addition, peak changes associated with both new decom-
position products and the decomposition of OXT were also
observed by the PCA loading plot. Therefore, a combination
of 'H-NMR and PCA techniques can provide a molecular
fingerprint capable of precisely identifying a protein/peptide
biologic, and can represent a powerful new approach for as-
sessing the quality of protein/peptide biologic drugs. The
study concerning the feasibility and the limitation of this
method in terms of the molecular size is currently under way.
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Complete NMR analysis of oxytocin

in phosphate buffer

Akiko Ohno,*** Nana Kawasaki,? Kiyoshi Fukuhara,® Haruhiro Okuda®

and Teruhide Yamaguchi?®

Complete NMR analysis of oxytocin (OXT) in phosphate buffer was elucidated by one-dimensional (1D)- and two-dimensional
(2D)-NMR techniques, which involve the assignment of peptide amide NH protons and carbamoyl NH, protons. The 'H-"5N
correlation of seven amide NH protons and three carbamoyl NH, protons were also shown by HSQC NMR of OXT without

15N enrichment. Copyright (© 2009 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

Supporting information may be found in the online version of this article.
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Introduction

Oxytocin (OXT, Fig. 1)isaneurohypophyseal peptide hormone that
is known to be critical for the initiation and maintenance of uterine
contractions during labor and milk ejection. OXT is a nonapeptide
that is composed of a cyclic sequence of Cys-Tyr-lle-Gin-Asn-
Cys with an N-terminal amino group and a linear Pro-Leu-Gly
tripeptide with a C-terminal amide. The cyclic portionis heterodetic
with a disulfide linkage between two cysteine residues at Cys-
1 and Cys-6. OXT binds to neurophysin and the complex is
stored in neurosecretory granules! Determination of the free
solution conformation of OXT in water or in less polar solvents is
important for elucidating its molecular mechanism of interaction
with neurophysin. Previous conformational studies of OXT by
nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) have been readily performed
in solvents such as dimethy! sulfoxide (DMSO)?~ and have shown
that the assignment of almost all of the 'H and 3C resonances
of OXT can be obtained in DMSO solvent.*€! Furthermore, it has
been reported that a conformational difference between DMSO
and water greatly affected the amide NH protons.”] Although NMR
spectra of OXT in water have been partially analyzed, there are no
reports on the complete 'H, 13C, and >N resonance assignments
because of the difficulty in obtaining NMR spectra sufficient for
precise elucidation of the conformation of OXT.# A phase-shift
presaturation technique for water suppression by use of a NOESY
pulse sequence is effective for the measurement of NMR spectra
in H,0.

Herein, we describe the complete 'H, 3C, and **N resonance
assignments of OXT in phosphate buffer pH 6.2 using presaturation
NOESY NMR techniques.

Results and Discussion

The 'H NMR spectrum of OXT included seven amide NH protons,
one broad triplet for Gly-9, six doublets for Tyr-2, lle-3, GIn-4, Asn-5,
Cys-6, Leu-8, and three carbamoyl NH; protons for GIn-4, Asn-5,
Gly-9 which were clearly depicted (See Supporting Information).
The assignment of protons and carbons to amino acid residues was

accomplished from the COSY, TOCSY, and HSQC data. Nitrogen
signals were assigned on the basis of correlation with previously
assigned protons using an HSQC (*H-"5N) experiment (Fig. 2).
A series of peptide sequences was determined by analyzing a
combination of correlations, NH-C(=0) and/or C(=0)-CH, from
the HMBC experimental data (Table 1). The 'H, 13C, and >N NMR
parameters, chemical shifts, coupling constants, and temperature
coefficients for amide NH protons are summarized in Table 1.

The 3C NMR assignments of the protonated carbons were
obtained from the proton-detected heteronuclear HSQC spectrum
together with the HMBC experiment correlated for long-range
proton spectra for the nonprotonated carbons (See Supporting
Information). In the HMBC spectrum, the CO of Cys-1 at 1744 ppm
was correlated to both the aH and gH of Cys-1 and to the NH
of Tyr-2, the CO of Tyr-2 at 175.9 ppm to the SH of Tyr-2 and to
both the «H and NH of lle-3, the CO of lle-3 at 176.0 ppm to both
the aH and NH of lle-3 and to the NH of GIn-4, the CO of Gin-4
at 176.1 ppm to the aH, SH and NH of Gin-4 and to the NH of
Asn-5, the 8CO of Gin-4 at 180.6 ppm to the SH, yH and 3NH, of
GIn-4, the CO of Asn-5 at 174.7 ppm to the SH of Asn-5 and to the
NH of Cys-6, the ¥CO of Asn-5 at 177.6 ppm to both the gH and
yNH; of Asn-5, the CO of Cys-6 at 172.6 ppm to the gH of Cys-6
and to both the oH and 8H of Pro-7, the CO of Pro-7 at 177.2 ppm
to both the ¢H and SH of Pro-7 and to both the oH and NH of
Leu-8, the CO of Leu-8 at 178.2 ppm to both the aH and gH of
Leu-8 and to both the «H and NH of Gly-9, and finally the CO of
Gly-9 at 177.0 ppm with the aH, C(=0)NH; of Gly-9. These results
indicated that the '*C NMR assignments of the carbonyl carbon
in a peptide bond could distinguish between the cyclic region of
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Figure 1. Structure of OXT.
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Figure 2. The amide and amine region of the 600-MHz 'H- >N HSQC NMR
spectrum of OXT in 10-mM phosphate buffer pH 6.2 at 298 K.

the sequence Cys-Tyr-lle-Gln-Asn-Cys, 172.6-176.1 ppm and the
noncyclic region of Pro-Leu-Gly, 177.0-178.2 ppm.

The signals of the amide NH and the amine NH, protons of OXT
are assigned in accordance with the vicinal couplings determined
from the COSY and correlation with the neighboring carbon by
HMBC ('H-'3C). As the direct measurement of >N NMR without

using OXT enriched by N is very difficult because of insufficient
sensitivity, assignments of >N of OXT were performed on the
basis of correlations with amide and amino protons assigned by
HMBC (*H-13Q). Thus, the seven amide *N, Tyr-2 at 122.2 ppm,
lle-3 at 121.4 ppm, GIn-4 at 121.7 ppm, Asn-5 at 118.4 ppm, Cys-6
at 122.2 ppm, Leu-8 at 124.7 ppm and Gly-9 at 112.7 ppm, and
the three carbamoyl >N, GIn-4 at 114.1 ppm, Asn-5 at 114.3 ppm
and Gly-9 at 108.9 ppm, were assigned as shown in Fig. 2. The
relative stereochemistry of OXT was elucidated from the NOE
data determined by a ROESY experiment (Fig. 3). In the ROESY
experiment, the 2/, 3, 5/, 6'H of Tyr-2 gave correlations with the
S8NH; of GIn-4, the gH of Tyr-2 with the gH of lle-3, the gH of lle-3
with the yH of GIn-4, the g8H, yH of Pro-7 with the y NH, of Asn-5,
and the aH of Pro-7 with the NH of Leu-8, respectively. The results
of NOE cross-peak patterns in phosphate buffer are different from
that in DMSO solution suggesting that the conformation of OXT is
different between phosphate buffer and DMSO solution 1)

The thermal coefficient values, ASNH/AT, for peptide amide
proton resonances, which offer information about contributions
of amide protons to hydrogen bonds, were obtained from the shift
variations occurring when the temperature was increased from
25 to 40°C (Table 1). Among the ASNH/AT values calculated,
Tyr-2 (—4.0 ppb/K), He-3 (—6.0 ppb/K), GIn-4 (—6.0 ppb/K), Asn-
S (—4.0 ppb/K), Cys-6 (—4.0 ppb/K), Gly-9 (—6.0 ppb/K) displayed
low thermal shift variations, whereas a high value of ASNH/AT was
found for Leu-8 (—12.0 ppb/K). In particular, the lower ASNH/AT
for Tyr-2, Asn-5, and Cys-6 strongly suggests that their NH could
form energetically favorable intramolecular hydrogen bonds in
the adoption of a g-turn. The stabilization by hydrogen bonds
between the NH of Tyr-2 with the CO of Asn-5, the NH of

= = A =

HMBC correlations with H

Residue/parameter® oy m J(Hz)
Cys-1
co - 1744 ~ Cys-1a, BH; Tyr-2 NH
a CH 3.98 m 56.1 -
B CH, -3.17 dd 143,47 43.9 -
3.29 dd 143,7.1 - -
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Residue/parameter® . m J{Hz2) 8¢ N HMBC correlations with H
Tyr-2
NH (ASNH/AT) 8.23 (—4.0) d 6.9 - 1222
co - 1759 - Tyr-2 gH; ile-3 aH, NH
a CH 4.85 58.1 -
B CH; 298 m 39.1 -
3.22 dd 13.8,6.2 - -
v - 130.9 -
2'6' 7.22 d 8.4 133.4 -
35 6.88 d 8.4 118.5 -
4 - 157.5 -
He-3
NH (ASNH/AT) 7.88 (—6.0) d 6.0 - 1214
cO - 176.0 - lle-3 aH, NH; GIn-4 NH
a CH 4.16 62.5 -
BCH 1.95 m 39.0 -
y CHz 1.08 m 27.3 -
1.25 m - -
¥’ CHs 0.89 d 7.1 178 -
8 CH3 0.88 t 75 136 -
Gin4
NH (ASNH/AT) 8.21(—6.0) d 4.6 - 121.7
co - 176.1 - GIn-4 o, BH, NH; Asn-5 NH
aCH 413 m 58.0 -
B CHa 2.08 m 287 -
y CH; 2.41 m 340 -
§CO - 180.6 - Gln-4 8, yH, 8NH,
& NH» 6.88 br.s - 114.1
7.57 br.s - -
Asn-5
NH (ASNH/AT) 8.33(-4.0) d 8.2 - 1184
cO - : 1747 - Asn-5 gH; Cys-6 NH
o CH 475 m 534 -
B CH, 2.86 t 7.2 3856 -
y CO - 1776 - Asn-5 H, yNH;
y NH; 6.93 br.s - 1143
7.62 br.s - -
Cys-6
NH (ASNH/AT) 8.23(—4.0) - d 6.9 - 1222
Co - 1726 - Cys-6 gH; Pro-7 «, 6H
o CH 4.85 54.5 -
B CH; 2.98 m a5 -
3.26 dd 11.8,34 - -
Pro-7
co - 177.2 - Pro-7 «, BH; Leu-8 aH, NH
o CH 4.46 m 63.5 -
B CH, 1.95 m 321 -
2.31 m - -
y CHy 2.05 m 27.5 -
3 CH; 3.71 m 50.7 -
3.77 m - -
Leu-8
NH (ASNH/AT) 8.49(-12.0) d 6.5 - 124.7
co - 178.2 - Leu-8 @, BH; Gly-9 aH, NH
o CH 432 m 55.6 -
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Residue/parameter® SH m

e - .
HMBC correlations with H

B CH, 1.61 m 422 -
1.67 m -

¥ CH 1.70 m 27.1 -

8 CH3 0.96 d 250 -

8§ CH; 0.90 d 23.5 -

Gly-9

NH (ASNH/AT) 8.41 (—6.0) br.t - 1127

co - 177.0 - Gly-9 aH, CONH,

a CHy 3.88 dd 17.2,5.0 451 -
3.95 dd 13.6,5.0 - -

CONH; 7.10 br.s - 108.9
7.42 br.s - -

2 The temperature coefficients, ASNH/AT, are given in ppb/K.
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Figure 3. Hydrogen bonds (dotted lines) and ROESY (H < H) correlations
observed for OXT.

Asn-5 with the CO of Tyr-2, and the NH of Gly-9 with the CO
of Cys-6 closely resemble results from the X-ray crystal structure
of deamino-oxytocin (18-mercaptropropinate oxytocin).*' Two
hydrogen bonds, the NH of Tyr-2 with the CO of Asn-5 and the
NH of Asn-5 with the CO of Tyr-2, correspond to those of OXT in
DMSO solution.™!

In conclusion, NMR analysis of OXT in phosphate buffer pH
6.2 using presaturation NOESY NMR techniques was effective and
resulted in complete assignments of 'H, 3C, and >N NMR spectra
indluding H and >N of amide and amino groups. In the case of
OXT without N enrichment, TH-"*N HSQC NMR has proven to
be a useful spectral tool to determine >N of amide and amine

groups by means of correlation with their 'H assigned by COSY
and HMBC. These findings will be helpful in solution studies for
the optimum conformational analysis at the receptor.

Experimental
Chemicals and reagents

All regents used for one-dimensional (1D)- and two-dimensional
(2D)-NMR experiments were purchased from Wako Chemicals,
were of analytical grade (purity > 99%), and were used without
further purification. Deuterium oxide (D, 0, isotopic purity 99.9%)
containing 0.75% TSP (3-(trimethylsilyl) puropionic-2,2,3,3,-ds acid,
sodium salt) was purchased from Aldrich (St Louis, MO). TSP was
used as an internal standard at a chemical shift (5) of 0.0 ppm for
TH NMR measurements.

Sample preparation and 'H NMR spectroscopic analysis

OXT (5 mg) was dissolved in 60 pl of DO containing 0.75% TSP,
30 ul of 0.2 M phosphate buffer (pH 6.2), and 510 pl of ultrapure
water to produce a 600l solution for NMR measurements.
The sample was introduced into an NMR test tube, and one-
dimensional *H NOESY spectra were recorded at 298K using a
Varian 600 MHz NMR spectrometer equipped with a coldprobe ('H
at 600 MHz; 3C at 150.9 MHz frequency). Thirty-two free induction
decays (FIDs) with 77 K data points per FID were collected using
a spectral width of 9615.4 Hz, an acquisition time of 4.00s, and
a total pulse recycle delay of 2.02s. The water resonance was
suppressed by presaturation during the first increment of the
NOESY pulse sequence, with irradiation occurring during the
2.0s relaxation delay and also during the 100 ms mixing time.
Prior to Fourier transformation (FT), the FIDs were zero-filled to
128 K and an exponential line broadening factor of 0.5 Hz was
applied. The pulse conditions were as followed: for the '"H NMR
spectrum, spectrometer frequency (SF) 599.76 MHz, acquisition
time (AQ) 4.000 s, number of transients (NS) 32, receiver gain (RG)
24, temperature (TE) 298 K, dwell time (DW) 104 ps, dummy scan
(DS) 2, pulse width (PW) 8.7 ps; for the '*C NMR spectrum, SF
150.82 MHz, AQ 1.300s, NS 61440, RG 30, TE 298 K, DW 27.2 s,
PW 6.6 us; for the COSY spectrum, SF 599.76 MHz, AQ 0.142 5, NS
16, RG 10, TE 298 K, DW 138.4 s, DS 16, PW 7.4 ps; for the TOCSY
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spectrum, SF 599.76 MHz, AQ 0.174 s, NS 256, RG 8, TE 298 K, DW
169.6 us, DS 16, PW 7.4 us; for the ROESY spectrum, SF 599.76 MHz,
AQO0.160s, NS 192, RG 8, TE 298 K, DW 156.0 pis, PW 7.4 s, DS 32;
for the HMBC spectrum, SF 599.76 MHz, AQ 0.128 s, NS 128, RG 24,
TE 298 K, DW 159.2 ps, DS 32; for the 'H-13C HSQC spectrum, SF
599.76 MHz, AQ 0.199 s, NS 320, RG 24, TE 298 K, DW 172.0 ps, PW
7.4 s, DS 32; and for the 'H-1SN HSQC spectrum, SF 599.76 MHz,
AQ 0.199 s, NS 400, RG 8, TE 298 K, DW 169.6 us, PW 7.4 us, DS
32. Temperature coefficients of amide NH protons were obtained
from a series of '"H NMR spectra measured in the range 298 to
313 K. An assignment of the 'H, 13C, and >N spectra of OXT was
determined by the combination of 1D- and 2D-NMR studies.
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#1 ICHIWGIZ X% Q&A R4

- QO01: Is it always necessary to have a Design Space, RTR testing and CS to imple-

ment QbD?

- Under Quality by Design, establishing a design space or using real time release testing is not

necessarily expected [ICH Q8R, step 4]. However, a control strategy is always expected regard-

less of the development approach, minimal or enhanced. A control strategy needs to be based
on product and process understanding together with risk assessment.

- Q06: Is there a regulatory expectation to develop a design space for an existing pro-

duct?

- No, development of design space for existing products is not necessary unless the applicant de-

sires to achieve a higher degree of manufacturing flexibility.

- Q07: Is it possible to develop a design space for existing products?

- Yes, it is possible. Manufacturing data and process knowledge can be used to support a design
space for existing products. Relevant information should be utilised from e.g. commercial scale
manufacturing, process improvement, CAPA and existing development data.

- Typically, manufacturing operations run under narrow operational ranges in fixed equipment.
Consequently, an expanded region of operation and an understanding of multi-parameter inter-
actions may not be achievable from existing manufacturing data alone.

- Q11: What is the difference in a control strategy for products developed using the
minimal approach vs. ‘quality-by-design’ approach?
- Control strategies are expected irrespective of the development approach. Control strategy in-
cludes different types of control proposed by the applicant to assure compliance with specifica-
tions, such as in-process testing and end product testing. For products developed following the
minimal approach, the control strategy is derived empirically and typically relies more on dis-
crete sampling and end product testing. Under QbD, the control strategy is derived using a sys-
tematic science and risk-based approach. Testing, monitoring or controlling is often shifted
earlier into the process and conducted on- or at-line. Some traditional tests may not be neces-
sary based on demonstrated process knowledge, process control and robustness.
- Q21: What is the difference between “real time release” and real time release testing?
- The definition of real time release testing in Q8R, step 4 is ‘the ability to evaluate and ensure
the acceptable quality of in-process and/or final product based on process data, which typically
includes a valid combination of measured material attributes and process controls.’
- “Real time release” encompasses real time release testing as described above plus the quality
release decision, including GMP requirements
- Q22: How is batch release affected by employing real time release testing?
- Batch release is the final decision to release the product to the market regardless whether RTR
testing or end product testing is employed. End product testing involves performance of specific
analytical procedures on a defined sample size of the final product after completion of all proc-
essing for a given batch of that product. Batch release involves an independent review of batch
conformance to predefined criteria through review of testing results and manufacturing
records.

- Q24: Is a product specification still necessary in the case of RTR testing?

- Yes, product specifications [see ICH Q6a and Q6b] still need to be established and met, if tested.
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