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» An adverse event is an undesirable and unintended occurrence before, during or after transfusion of
blood or blood component which may be related to the administration of the blood or component. It may
be the result of an error or an incident and it may or not result in a reaction in a recipient.

+ An incident is a case where the patient is transfused with a blood component which did not meet all the
requirements for a suitable transfusion for that patient, or that was intended for another patient. It thus
comprises transfusion errors and deviations from standard operating procedures or hospital policies that
have lead to mistransfusions. It may or may not lead to an adverse reaction. 4 :

* A near miss is an error or deviation from standard procedures or policies that is discovered before the
start of the transfusion and that could have led to a wrongful transfusion or to a reaction in a recipient.

+ An adverse reaction is an undesirable response or effect in a patient temporally associated with the
administration of blood or blood component. It may be the result of an incident or of interaction between
a recipient and blood, a biologically active product.

ADVERSE EVENT

Adverse
Reaction

ERRORS AND
DEVIATIONS
FROM SOPs

Adopted from “ISBT Working Party on Haemovigilance”
available from http://www.ihn-org.net/Portal.aspx (>Public library>ISBT documents)
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