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2.2.1 EU Health Strategy

Most competence for action in the field of health is held by Member States, but the EU has the
responsibility, set out in the Treaty, to undertake certain actions which complement the work done by
Member States, for example in relation to cross border health threats, patient mobility, and reducing

health inequalities.

On 23 October 2007 the European Commission adopted a new Health Strategy, "Together for Health: A
Strategic Approach for the EU 2008-2013". Building on current work, this Strategy aims to provide, for
the i‘lrst time, an overarching strategic framework spanning core issues in health as well as health in all
policies and global health issues. The Strategy aims to set clear objectives to guide future work on health
at the European level, and to put in place an implementation mechanism to achieve those objectives,

working in partnership with Member States.

The Strategy focuses on four principles and three strategic themes for improving health in the EU. The
principles include taking a value-driven approach, recognising the links between health and economic
prosperity, integrating health in all policies, and strengthening the EU's voice in global health. The
strategic therhes include Fostering Good Health in an Ageing Europe, Protecting Citizens from Health

Threats, and Dynamic Health Systems and New Technologies.

The Health Strategy has been in development over the past years. In May 2000 a Communication on
health strategy at EU level was adopted. This Communication called for concentrating resources where
the Community can provide real added value, without duplicating work which can be better done by the
Member States or international organisations. Supported by the public health programme, it led to the

development of public health activities and to strengthening links to other health-related policies.

General health policy lines were set out in the concept of a Europe of Health in 2002. Work was
undertaken on addressing health threats, including the creation of the European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Centrol (ECDC), developing cross-border co-operation between health systems and
tackling health determinants. The Community's health information system provides a key mechanism

underpinning the development of health policy.

In 2004, in order to review the May 2000 Health Strategy and consider whether and how it needed to be
revised in the light of developments, the Commission launched a reflection process on enabling good
health for all. The results of this reflection process contributed to the development of the new Health

Strategy.
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The EU Health Forum, which brings together organisétions active in health .to advise the European
Commission on health policy, is also a key element of the EU Health policy. The Forum enables the
health community to participate in health policy making from the start. EU health policy increasingly
involves co-operation with and between the Member States, in particular on cross-border issues such as

patient mobility.

Source: EUROPA (> European Commission > DG Health and Consumer Protection > Public Health >

Overview of health policy)

http:/lec.enropa.eu/health/ph overview/strategy/health strategy en.hitm
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(Decision No 1350/2007/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Councilof 23 October 2007)
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DECISIONS ADOPTED JOINTLY BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE
COUNCIL

DECISION No 1350{2007/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL
: of 23 October 2007
establishing a second programme of Community action in the field of health (2008-13)
(Text with EEA relevance)

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community, and in particular Article 152 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the Opinion of the European Economic and
Social Committee (%),

Having regard to the opinion of the Committee of the
Regions (9,

Acting in accordance with the procedure laid down in Asticle
251 of the Treaty (%),

Whereas:

(1} The Community can contribute to protecting the health
and safety of citizens through actions in the field of
public health. A high level of health protection should
be ensured in the definition and implementation of all
Community policies and activities. Under Article 152 of
the Treaty, the Community is required to play an active
role by taking measures which cannot be taken by indi-
vidual Member States, in accordance with the principle of
subsidiarity. The Community fully respects the responsi-
bilities of the Member States for the organisation and
delivery of health services and medical care.

() OJ C 88, 11.4.2006, p. 1.

) 0] C 192, 16.8.2006, p. 8.

{) Opinion of the European Parliament of 16 March 2006 (O] C 291
E, 30.11.2006, p. 372), Council Common Position of 22 March
2007 (O] C 103 E, 8.5.2007, p. 11} and Position of the European
Parliament of 10 July 2007 (not yet published in the Official
Journal). Council Decision of 9 October 2007.

() The health sector is characterised on the one hand by its
considerable potential for growth, innovation and
dynamism, and on the other by the challenges it faces
in terms of financial and social sustainability and effi-
ciency of the health care systems due, among other
things, to ageing of the population and to medical
advances.

(3  The programme of Community action in the field of
public health (2003-08), adopted by Decision No
1786{2002/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council (), was the first integrated Community
programme in this field, and it has already delivered a
number of important developments and improvements.

(#  Continued effort is required in order to meet the
objectives already established by the Community in the
field of public health. It is therefore appropriate to
establish a second programme of Community action on
health (2008-13) (hereinafter referred to as ‘the
Programme’).

{5y A number of serious cross-border health threats with a
possible worldwide dimension exist and new ones are
emerging which require further Community action. The
Community should treat serious cross-border health
threats as a matter of priority. The Programme should
place emphasis on strengthening the Community’s
overall capacities by further developing cooperation
between the Member States. Monitoring, early warning
and action to combat serious threats to health are
important areas where an effective and coordinated
response to lealth threats should be promoted at
Community level, Action to ensure high-quality diag-
nostic cooperation between laboratories is essential in
order to respond to health threats. The Programme
should encourage the establishment of a system of
Community reference laboratories. However, such a
system needs to be based on a sound legal base.

(Y OJ L 271, 9.10.2002, p. 1. Decision as amended by Decision No

786/2004/EC (O] L 138, 30.4.2004, p. 7).
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