704

molecular basis was not identified *'%. More recently,
it was reported that patients with ATGL mutation had
severe heart disease'” '®, but without mention of TG
deposition in coronary arteries.

Possible implications for research and cdlinical
medicine: :

1. Elucidation of pathophysiology of TGCV

2. Investigation of the initiation and progression
of atherosclerosis in TGCV, particularly focusing on
the difference between atherosclerosis in TGCV and
classical atherosclerosis, described by Ross ez 4£.'> 9.

3. Determination of the relevance of TGCV phe-
notype. For this purpose, a population with a high
prevalence of TGCV needs to be found.

4. Identification of primary and secondary causes
of TGCV

5. Development or laboratory test or other meth-
od for easy evaluation of tissue TG accumulation.

6. Examination of the relationship between TG
deposition in the heart and acute coronary syndrome.

Medical science has seen novel hypotheses put
forward and breakthroughs achieved, such as those for
FH?* and Tangier disease?”, as a result of patient-ori-
ented research®®. “Cholesterol and atherosclerosis”
seem to be close to the goal, whereas “Inflammation
and atherosclerosis” are the subject of heated discus-
sion??, This single reported case may indicase that this
is a suitable time to ask whether “TG” comes back
from adipose tissue to the heart.
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