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Summary

Violent and suicidal behaviors are most serious mental health problems. In Japan, there
are national mental health service systems for preventing violent and suicidal behaviors now:
One is the Medical Control Law, which seems to aim at only treating schizophrenia as a men-
tal health problem, and another is the Basic Act on Suicide Countermeasure, which seems to
aim at treating depression. However, it is strange that these mental health policies have never
referred to substance use problems including-substance use disorder.

In this paper, we reviewed previous studies on associations of substance use with violent
and suicidal behaviors, and indicated that the importance of substance use problems for men-
tal health promotion to prevent violent and suicidal behaviors may be overlooked, and denied
by the Japanese mental health professionals.

Key words: substance use disorder, violent offending, forensic psychiatry, suicide, deliberate
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