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“Death is not the end of a life, is the beginning of a life!”
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Guiding principle 1

Organs may be removed from the bodies of deceased

persons for the purpose of transplantation if: (a) any

consents required by law are obtained; and (b) there is
no reason to believe that the deceased person objected
to such removal, in the absence of any formal consent
given during the person’s lifetime.
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FORTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
GENEVA, 4-15 MAY 1987

WHA40.13 Development of guiding principles

for human organ transplants

WHA40.13Development of guiding principles for

human organ transplants

The Fortieth World Health Assembly,
Recognizing the sclentific progress achieved in
human organ transplants in many Member
States ;

Concerned at the trade for profit in human
organs among living human beings ;

Affirming that such trade is inconsistent with
the most bhasic human values and contravenes
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the spirit of the WHO Constitution ;

Commending the measures taken by some
Member States to regulate human organ trans-
plants and their decision to develop a unified

legal instrument to regulate these operations ; 1

Organ Biology Vol16 Nod4 2009

REQUESTS the Director-General -

(1) to study, in collaboration with other organ-
izations concerned, the possibility of developing
appropriate guiding principles for human organ

transplants ;

(2) to report to the Health Assembly on the

action taken in this regard.
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Guiding Principles for Transplantation

Guiding principle 1
Organs may be removed from the bodies of
deceased persons for the purpose of transplanta-
tion if : (a) any consents required by law are
obtained ; and (b) there is no reason to believe
that the deceased person objected to such
removal, in the absence of any formal consent
given during the person’s lifetime.
Guiding principle 2

Physicians determining that the death of a

477(91)



