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Table 2 Infectious disease for risk communication to Japanese people

Rank Disease Score Rank Disease Score
1 tuberculosis 87 13 Viral hepatitis C 6
2 Influenza 84 14 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 5
3 HIV/AIDS 83 15 Dysentery 5
4 Escherichia coli diarrhea (O-157) 40 16 Gonococcal disease 5
5 Geaital chlamydial infection 38 17 Condylima Cuminatum 4
6 Norovirus Infection 28 18 Cholera 3
7 Rabies 26 19 Legionnaire's diseases 3
3 Measles 25 20 Viral hepatitis E 2
9 Pandemic Influenza 15 21 Smallopox 2
10 West Nile Fever 12 22 Campylobacter infection 2
11 Rubelia 10 23 Psittacosis 1
12 Echinococcosis 7 24 MRSA 1
BRUFEFMRE $82% 25
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Table 3 Selected reason

Ranking Disease

Knowledge + Attitude * Behavior
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Which Infectious Diseases should be Prioritized in Educating Japanese Population?

Itsuko HORIGUCHI, Tomoko KASHIWAGI & Eiji MARUI
Department of Public Health, Juntendo University School of Medicine

Objective : We studied which infections would be prioritized in educating the general population of
Japan,

Materials and Methods: Subjects were 25 physicians and veterinarians in charge of infection control in
infections control divisions of local and national governments. We conducted a questionnaire using the Del-
phi method.

Results : Based on (1) epidemiological and clinical characteristics, (2) knowledge level, awareness, and be-
havior of general population and healthcare professionals, and (3) social background and coping skills we se-
lected 24 diseases for prioritization Tuberculosis was first. followed by influenza, HIV/AIDS, enterohemor-
rhagic Escherichia coli infection (Q157), and genital chlamydial infection. Three animal-derived infections
ranked in the top 10.

Discussion : We have not yet found which the priority of infections should be prioritized in educating
the general population on infections. Although our findings are too few to make any generations about, sev-
eral studies back the reasons why diseases were singled out in our study. Given the fact that most high-
ranked infections have ever been educated. education thus far appears to have been highly ineffective way,
meaning that more effective ways of education on infection must be found in future.
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