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Woarkplaces arc appropriate place for screening periodontal disease patients cffectively:
however, the majority of workplaces do not have a screening program. One possible rea-
son may be that the pocket probing method, commonly used for screeming, is time-con-
suming. The validity of a self-reported questionnaire was assessed for screening of peri-
odontitis using 40-59-year-old male employees in Japan in this study. A total of 319 people
were asked to complete a sclf-administered questionnaire relating to signs and symptoms
of periodontal disease, and experience of periodontal treatment, and then received clinical
examination by dentists. Subjects with at least one tooth having clinical attachment level
of 7 mm or more were defined as patients having periodontal disease. Eleven per cent of
the subjects were diagnosed as those having periodontal disease. Questions "Are vour
teeth wobbly?" and “Have vou ever been told that you need periodontal or gum treai-
ment?” showed the highest specificity (0.86). Questions “Do you smoke?” and “Do you
think that you can see more roots of teeth than in the past?” had the highest sensitivity
(0.83). When the total number of answers “ves” in the 10 questions was used as a vari-
able and cut-off value was set as 6. specificity, sensitivity and area under the receiver
operating characteristic curve were 0.84, 0.68 and 0.82, respectively. These results sug-
gest that these 10 self-reported questions are useful in sereening of periodontitis for 40-

59-year-olds in Japanese workplaces.






