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Women and lung cancer: does
oestrogen play a role?

Jill M Siegfried
Smoking-related discase remains a major public-
health problem. Large numbers of wonten continue to
smoke, and new smokers are almost as likely to be
female as male. Lung cancer Is still a largely Incurable
disease; annual lung-cancer mortality in women
exceeds that of breast cancer, and lung cancer now
accounts for 12% of all new female cancer cascs. The
results of several studies suggest that women are more
susceptible than men to lung cancer and to conditions
that predispose to this cancer, such as chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease. There is still much
controversy about whether there is an increased lung-
cancer risk in women across all populations. Many
cpidemiological studies have been negative or
equivocal when comparing male and female lung-
cancer risk. This article is not intended fo be a 7z

review of all epi studies,
or of all possible lung-cancer risk factors. Lung- women. Untortunatcly, ihe
cancer incidence and risk in women are discussed, wom:n who smoke include
and evidence for possible mechanisms of increased
female risk arc presented, including the role of -
oestrogen in the development of lung cancer.
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(B HEsRaRnEE2199) (32E ; cFMountain CHEST 1997)

p-ST | Cases | 5Y(%)| | p-ST | Cases | 3Y (%)
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B 2803] 86.4 18 5491 57
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B 1388 47.2 B 375 3%

HA 1944 328 A 399 23

B 11791 304 Hil:]

v . 397 23.2 v
Total 13118 81.6 Total 1910




