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Women and lung cancer: does
oestrogen play a role?

Jill M Siegtried

Smoking-related discase remains a major public-
health problem. Large numbers of women conlinue to
smoke, and new sniokers arc alwmost ss lkely to be
female as male. Lung eancer Is still a largely incurable
discases annual lung-cancer mortality in wemen
exceeds that of breast cancer, and lung cancer now
acconnts for 12% of all new female cancer cases. The
resulisaf several studies suggest that women are more
susceptible than men to lung cancer and 1o conditions
that predispose to this cancer, such as chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease. There is still much
controversy abont whetlier there Is an increased lung-
cancer visk In woinen across all populations. Many
epidemiological studies have been negative or
equivocal when camparing male and female long-
cancer rick. Thie article Is not Intended 10 be a  Faro 1. &2 wemen was smcko 2t restor sk o men?
ipreh review of all epid studies,
or of all passible lung-cancer risk factors. Yung-  women. Unfortunately, the ‘cquality’ experienced by

cncer Incidence and risk in women are discussed,
and cvidence for possible mechanisms of increased
female risk are presented, including the vole of
ocstrogen in the development of lung cancer.

Lancet Gneot 2001° 2: 506-13

womsn who smoke includes smoking-related diseases such
as craphysema and lung cancer, and evidence s
accumuliting that wonien may actally be more susceptible
te these discases than men. Current trends in tobacco use
suggest that the future number of nicotine-dependent sdult
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641,594 new cancer cases were diagnosed in 2003
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