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Background

23 To collect human samples, we usuaily explain the
purpose and expected results of planning research
to the donors giving blood or other kinds of samples.
However, we seldom inform them of the
consequences or results of the research.

{J During recent decades, we have been conducting
numbers of medical researches using TMGH Autopsy
Resource.

{1 We have now opened its web site since this April to
provide disclosure of research results, proposat for
new research collaboration, and communication
with the bereaved families who gave us the consent
of autopsy.

Superiority of Autopsy

Autopsy
Can
Discover
These
Changes

Parts of pathological changes manifest as clinicst diseases

Subjects

{1 The subjects derived from more than 8,000
consecutive autopsies from the patients died in a
community-based general geriatric hospital during
recent 35 years.

3 Men/women ratio = 1.2/1
I Average age at death; 80 years

Bibliography of TMGH-AR

B € Ao St

0O More than 200 articles have been published in
recent 35 years
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Autopsy Resource

Clinical and pathological database
DNA and frozen tissues {2,000 cases)
Serum samples {1,800 cases}

Paraffin blocks, slide glasses, and photos
(8,000 cases)

Database Information

Patient information: Sex, Age at death, Date of exitus
Clinical diagnosis: 26 geriatric diseases

Other clinical information: Body height and weight,
History of smoking and alcoholic consumption

Pathological information: 720 Pathologic findings

oo

Other pathological data: Severity of atherosclerosis of 10
large or medium-sized arteries, Severity of pulmonary
emphysema, and Organ weights

New Web Site
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3 http://www.tmghig.jp/pathology-d/index.htmi
{3 English HP will be open soon!

Web Pages

1 Tables of research results

{  More than 30 collaborations conducted in recent five
years are shown

{1 ethical and juristic consideration
3 Communication with the bereaved families

21 They could withdraw the permission of use for medical
research

3 Characteristics of TMGH-AR

&  Trends of autopsy at TMGH
L1 Gender and age of autopsy cases
£3  Organ weights
{3 fregquency of clinical and pathological diagnosis
£1  Causes of death
1 Proposal of new collaboration
{3 Rule of collaboration program
{3 Contact address
3 Web links
References
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#Contact me {MS) at sawabe@tmig.onjp

Ethical Considerations

L) Written informed consent is obtained from the bereaved
family of each of the patients prior to the autopsy
examination,

€3 The Act of Autopsy Examination in Japan generally aliows
the use of autopsy samples for medical education and
research.

£} Ali collaborating researches require the permission of
ethical committee of TMGH and collaborating research
institutes

Major Collaborators

Tokyo Medical and Dental University
Tokyo University

Tokyo Women’s Medical University
Keio University

Mie University

Harvard School of Public Health
Tokyo Medical Examiner’s Office
RIKEN

Doooooo

Brain Bank for Aging Research
(BBAR)

BEBAR

£3  An open research resource for aging human brain,
jointly operated by TMIG and TMGH

{1 Established by BBAR Project Group (Leader: Prof.
Shigeo Murayama, TMIG

Subjects

Paraffin Blocks: Cumulative Autopsy Cases (1972.5-):
8,000 brains
Frozen Pieces of Brain {1995.1-): 2,300 brains with DNA

Frozen Half Brain {2001.7-}: 800 brains {(BBAR in a limited
sense}

Components of BBAR

Clinical information

Neurological examination
Imaging (CT, MRI, PET, SPECT, etc.)
Pathological examination
£ Half brain: fixed with formalin and used for
histopathological and immunohistochemical study

£ Half brain: snap-frozen and used for molecular research
Z31  Molecular and genetic study

BBAR Homepage

O  htip://www.mci.grjp/BrainBank/index.cgi
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