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Appendix 4: Acronyms and Definitions

Allogeneic transplantation: refers to the transplantation
of cells from a donor to another person.

Autologous transplantation: refers to the
transplantation to a patient of his/her own cells.

Ectopic tissue: foreign tissue of one type that forms in a
distinct tissue or non-native location, as a result of the
transfer of cellular products.

Ex vivo: (Latin, outside the living) refers to the
manipulation of cells, tissues or organs outside of the
body with the intent to return to a living body.

Homologous use: refers to intended therapeutic use
of cells within their native physiological context, for
example, the transplantation of hematopoietic stem
cells to regenerate the blood.

IS5CRE

Guidelines for the Clinical Translation of Stem Cells

In vivo: (Latin, inside the living) occurring within the body.
In vitro: (Latin, in the glass) occurring outside of the body.

Non-homologous use: refers to intended therapeutic
use of cells outside their native physiological context,
for example, the transplantation of hematopoietic
stem cells into the heart for repair or regeneration of
myocardial tissue.

Teratoma: a benign, encapsulated mass of complex
differentiated tissues comprising elements of all three
embryonic germ layers: ectoderm, endoderm, and
mesoderm. Used to assess the pluripotency of stem
cells (their capacity to form all tissues in the body).

Tumorigenicity: the property of cells that describes
their potential for forming tumors, or abnormal
growths of cells.

AHCTA, Alliance for Harmonisation of Cellular Therapy
Accreditation. AHCTA represents the American
Association of Blood Banks (AABB), American Society
for Blood & Marrow Transplantation (ASBMT), European
Federation for Immunogenetics (EFI), European

Group for Blood & Marrow Transplantation (EBMT),
Foundation for the Accreditation of Cellular Therapy
(FACT), International Society for Cellular Therapy (ISCT)
(Europe), Joint Accreditation Committee ISCT-EBMT
(JACIE), International NETCORD Foundation, and the
World Marrow Donor Association (WMDA).

For more information: www.ahcta.org

ISCF, International Stem Cell Forum. The ISCF represents
21 funders of stem cell research from around the world
and has undertaken several international projects that
address key issues for stem cell scientists and funders,
For more information: www.stemcellforum.org
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