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relapse of invasive infection months later. The majority of
patients defervesce after less than 3 days’ treatment with
mertronidazole. Chloroquine, dehydroemetine, and needle
aspiration of the abscess have all been successfully used
for the rare patient not responding to metronidazole.

Merronidazole is concentrated in the ameba probably
via reduction of its nitro group by ferredoxin or flavodoxin-
like electron transport proteins, which maintain a gradient
for the entry of the unchanged drug. Metabolic inrermedi-
ates of metronidazole damage DNA and possibly other
macromolecules, and deprive the organism of reducing
equivalents by acting as an electron sink.

Future

Providing safe food and water for all children in devel-
oping countries would be ideal for prevention of the
disease but require massive societal changes and invest-
ments. An effective vaccine is less costly and would
be a desirable and feasible goal. Continued support of
developed countries is essential for the development
of effective vaccines and the control of infecrious diseases
in developing countries.

See also: Drinking Water and Sanitation; Foodborne
linesses: Overview; Introduction to Parasitic Diseases;
Protozoan Diseases: Cryptosporidiosis, Giardiasis and
Other Intestinal Protozoan Diseases; Waterborne
Diseases.
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Introduction

Linguistic, paleoparasitologic, and artistic information
suggests that the domiciliation of triatome bugs and the
transmission of Trypanosoma cruzi have pre-Columbian
antecedents in the Andean region of Seuth America.
T: cruzi infection has been dertected in Peruvian and Chi-
lean mummies (Guhl er al, 1999) of 500 o greater than
4000 years of age. Several words describe the domestic
vector in the languages of the ancestral Andean cultures;
‘vinchuca’ or ‘quechua,’ both mean ‘something thar falls.
The Spanish chronicles of the sixteenth and seventeenth

centuries referred to the domestic wriatome, especially in
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, and Paraguay. Charles Darwin,
who may have been a victim of Chagas’ disease (CD),
described the domestic vector in his paper on the journey
of the British ship Beagle, while visiting Mendoza, Argentina,
In 1835 Darwin narrated his encounter with the benchugas
(or vinchucas, ie., Triatoma infestans) as follows:

At night we were atracked (thers is no other way to call ir)
by Benchugas, a type of Reduvius, which is the large black
bug from the Pampas. It is disgusting to feel that 1-inch-
long soft and winglass insect crawling on one’s own body.
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