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Author Abstract

DIPEx is a database of personal experiences of health and illness created by a research group at Oxford
University, UK, which includes over 1,500 patient interviews. Part of the database is made accessible to public
through the Internet. Patients, family members, and medical professionals can access the narratives of various
illnesses in the form of video clips. Recently, several online-databases for illness accounts in print and weblogs
have come into operation in Japan, but how does DIPEx differ from such databases? The author reviews the
ideals and practices of DIPEx in the UK and reports on the current status of the Cancer Patient Narrative
Database Project taking place in Japan.
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