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(Matsumura T et al, Possible Impact of the
NHK Special Questioning Cancer Treatment
in Japan on Clinicians' Prescriptions of
Oxaliplatin. JJC0O,2008)

20084%-6H |- Journal of National Cancer
Institute @ Dr Sharma. K D M #f A b D, 2
FAT R EKMOME ST, EOMk Nk

(Z20W TRz fro7. TOMNEIL Sharma
S.P. Media's Influence Extends to Cancer
Care. Journal of National Cancer Institute
100:1424-1426, 2008 [ZR{ji- Z4. 7=

LIF. #@O&pn%E51H45%
Influence on Doctors ' Prescriptions

In another study, published in the Japanese
Journal of Clinical Oncology . researchers
discuss how a special news program about
oxaliplatin on the Japan Broadcasting
Corporation (NHK) might have in_uenced
whether Japanese physicians prescribed
the drug. NHK aired the pro-gram, called
Questioning Cancer Treatment in Japan, on
April 30 and May

approved in Japan in March 2005 for use

1, 2005. Oxaliplatin was

against advanced and recurrent colorectal
cancer. After the approval, a postmarketing
clinical trial that enrolled 1,200 patients
was conducted in Japan to monitor patients
treated with oxaliplatin. The study found
that the number of patients registered in the
postmarketing clinical trial increased sharply
after the NHK program, reaching a peak in
the

company researchers conducting the trial

_rst week of June. The pharmaceutical

enrolled enough patients 44 weeks sooner
than they had estimated. According to the
study authors, apart from the NHK program,
three national newspapers and one weekly
magazine ran stories on oxaliplatin between
April 6 and June 6. However, unlike NHK,
which got high viewer ratings and covered
many aspects of the drug, the other reports
were minor with only brief discussions of
the drug. Before the surge in oxaliplatin use,
there were no meetings of any oncological
societies in Japan that discussed the drug,
so the possibility that scienti_ ¢ meetings in
Japan in_uenced the increase in oxaliplatin

use can be discounted, the authors concluded.



"Our study demonstrates the chrono-logical
association between the NHK special and
the increase in the number of oxaliplatin
prescriptions, suggesting a potential impact
of TV on prescriptions by medical specialists,
said Koichiro Yoji, M.D., Ph.D., assistant
professor of hematology and oncology at
the University of Tokyo and one of the study
authors. "Though it could not demonstrate
exact causal association between the NHK
special and the increase in oxaliplatin
prescription, the study has brought a crucial
issue like the possibility of media's in_uence
on prescription behaviour to the limelight,
which needs to be addressed by further
research.” After the program aired, more
than 400 Japanese doctors sent a written
opinion to NHK stating that the program
had spread misperceptions and confusion
about oxaliplatin to the public and that they
felt it exerted an inappropriate in_uence
on clinicians ' prescriptions of oxaliplatin.
“"Clinical oncologists who viewed this
NHK TV program, which presented a life-
prolonging anticancer drug like oxaliplatin
as the curing drug, feared for the potential
hazard that misinformed patients would
bring; this program made viewers expect too
much from the new anticancer drug. In fact,
the extravagant expectation of the new drug
from the patients clouded the judgments of
the front-line physician, Yoji said.
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