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Improving Quality in
Early Childhood
Education

Well-being and Involvement
of children as the keys

Ferre Loevers & Julic Moons
Centre for Experiential Education
University of Leuven - Belgium

i |

QUALITY IN CARE AND |

EDUCATION
CONTEXT % EFFECTS
‘ means objectives
principles outcomes

onocess
=

_ : ]

Domains

Early childhood education & care |
Primary education |
Special education
Residential setting for handicapped
Secondary education
'E Higher education

In service training

Out of school care
Gifted and talented
: Theatre & television for children
§ ICT programs for children
« Care for elderly

PART 1

The process
oriented approach

QUALITY IN CARE AND
EDUCATION

CONTEXT } EFFECTS
means PROCESS [ nbjectives
principles outcomes

[ WELL-BEING | | INVOLVEMENT |

Well-being
When children...

tfeel at ease

Bact spontaneously

Eare open to the world and accessible

Bexpress inner rest and relaxation

s show vitality and self-confidence

§enjoy life

Eare in touch with their feelings and
emotions
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Emotional health

- |
Well-being
When children...
wfeel at ease
Eact spontaneously
rare open to the world and accessible
Eexpress inner rest and relaxation
eshow vitality and self-confidence
Eare in touch with their feelings and

emotions
- senjoy life
‘Structure-bound’ vs. 'Being in touch’ ...we know that their mental health
is secured
Involvement THE ZONE OF PROXIMAL
When children are...
& concentrated and focussed

® interested, motivated, fascinated
» mentally active

& fully experiencing sensations and
meanings

= enjoying the satisfaction of the
exploratory drive

= operating at the very limits of their
capabilities

...we know that deep level learning
is taking place

difficulty of task

pe'tence of the child

The Leuven Involvement

Scale
5 levels

>1 No activity

>2 Interrupted activity

>3 Activity without intensity

>4 Activity with intense moments
>5 Continuous intense activity

The scale for in-service
training

>1 Very boring - I stayed because it
was posaﬁ:le to leave

>3 1 heard it all, but nothing really
caught my attention

>5 I'm impressed by fascinating
thoughts that carry me away
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PART 2

The Process
Oriented Child
Monitoring System

ROCESS,
REENTED!
ICHILDEVIONITORING!

ISYSTEN
Beqy © 0 Mewyy weondeny
By oy

o
-
a'
.

wall)
Fayylgwasant.

= NAME: Ward | 5 years

= BACKGROUND

- Lraw
attopted from Latin Amverica at an PROCESS |
warly age - .
nam 3 younger sizter also adopted OREN THD
(from india) [ o Wi 5
parents give a positive impression: (@5 18] {81} W N €
are concermed
“maybe they overastimate Ward [»‘.'S'(..'-]lu &

Sy
£ GLOBAL IMPRESSION BNt s sl b osndigphs vl
“his movements ars xtifY, inhibited L.

s litthe contact with other children
Hitlle sxpression, always the same
face

-dificult to 33y how ha fesls

Beolati

with the teach

WARD's well-being

in 4 relational fields

Balatl

with the environm.

<has no real contact with me
-fesls uneasy when | talk to him
(no eye contact)

~doesn’t feel at case in circle time
~doesn’t say a word if not invited
o spoak

-then: dominating / tessing
(sen incident with chair)
-panics when he gets a remark

-doesn'l dare to say his opinlon ~chooses the quiet and “safe”

«is vary obedient: doos exactly activities: a puzzie that he knows
what | ask already, colouring...

Relations with peer group Relations at home

-litthe contact with other children ™ -he never tells about his home o
~-mostly with less confident ones about his sister

<the same behaviour as at
school: rather quiet and closed
[sccording o his parents)

PROCESS ORIENTED CHILD
MONITORING SYsTem [POMS]

EVOLUTION OF 5§ CHILDREN:
OCTOBER = FEBRUARY

_i._.;_-.!L L

ol b |
Lijmin - 9

LI S
Lilmie n o]

.—Ilt_
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s P i g o o ey
- w———— | The Process Oriented
] S:E::.’::::::_Lﬁ___ Child Monitoring System

e ' Practicability

S capitalises on ‘stored’ information

2 easily trainable
Range

2 covering cognitive AND emotional devel.
Impact

2 immediate feedback concerning possible

interventions

Validity

2 conclusive assessment of risk of stagnation

Process or duct-
ariented? PART 3

Name lnvolvement | Competence Comments
Bart 1234. 123.!1 loves maths
g @2345 |[@2345 givespecany

How to promote

dumat 1@ 3 45 |12 3 @ afraid 1o meke misrokes we"_being
Huns 1.34! l:34.ﬂa¢smm
biok 5296 M08 ek e and Involvement?

Excerpt from the "Process-orientod Monitoring System”™
Subjoct: matiematics in first grade of primary school

QUALITY IN CARE AND ; qu.vmau'r IN 10 SETTINGS
EDUCATION | K

19
| 2l I §n 38 i
CONTEXT EFFECTS | = = 1 B
means PROCESS objectives [ 14 53
principles outcomes ' - l i I I :
/\ . A l -
R A L IR D

[ WELL-BEING | | INVOLVEMENT |
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Quality in education

‘ CONTEXT
means
| | principles
Julia, part 2 | | L
I |
| | ingredients of a powerful learning environment
|_
The 10 Action Points CREATE A RICH
Create a rich environment 008 [ ENVIRONMENT
Offer activities based on observation @& .
Stimulate activ. with open impulses @ . | B rearrange the space in appealing areas
Give room for child initiative @ | n ch:ck t:':e :::nte:l:f the corners
| and ma
Build up positive relations @ | Sl i
Explore the world of feelings, ®
behaviour & values
Support children with special needs @® [Acrion ponts 1 0 2]

OBSERVE CHILDREN _Pl._lbﬁCd tions

| & OFFER ACTIVITIES
THAT MEET = Irl';e_nl.;auwn Involvement Scale:

| ining Pack [Vidao + Manual 28 fra ts]
THEIR INTERESTS = Enhancing Well-being and irlvnlvamarlgt“:'m

| B rich environment as starting point The ten Action Points [100 stides + voice over)

8 identify what is really meaningful = A Box full of Feelings [play&learm-sot}
| find activities that match these = Experiential Education at Work
interests [Videa of Julia's class + guida]
® let one activity grow out of the other = The Process-Oriented Child Monitoring
® have more than one project at the System [Manual + Forma + Interventions]
time = Research on Experiential Education
[AcTIon poInT 4] [Roader including § articies]
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Publications

= The Process-Oriented Child Monitoring
System [Manual + Forms + interventions]

= Enhancing Well-being and involvement:
The ten Action PoInts [100 slides + voice over]

= Experiential Education at Work
[Video of Julia's class + guide]

PART 4

Supporting
children with
emotional needs

IMPACT

1 alertness to utterances of feelings
¢ more differentiated vocabulary
¢ sharpened intuitions
¢ more developed role taking capacity
¥ better coping with painful
experiences
& inner calm and serenity
= mental health and social
competence

Nanette Smith, on the
BBC-series “Teaching Today":

“We've only used the Box Full of Feelings
for seven weeks, already we've seen a big,
significant difference. (-)

It's certain, we can sense a general feeling
of protectiveness, awareness, friendship
and empathy in the children,

which wasn't there before.”

E To express is to impress (Gendlin)

I External representation

s o ™ s oo ¥
pptien A DM d F aciad

e Lzd Awl i

i w1 ¢ Taak
Lok !ﬂ‘? L MU @t G
arehocd

40 g
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Relationships as partof a
‘powerful learning
environment’

Empathy scale: level 1

8 Ch.: (laughs because the adult corracts another
child's pronunciation)

8 T.. “John, | don't think that is funny! You don't
always pronounce all the words comectly either,
do you? It will be our turn to laugh then!”

ADULT reprimands / CHILD feels rejected,
nishes threatens /is turned down, criticized
irritated / hits at the not accepted /
child as a person experiences a negative
attitude

Empathy scale: level 2

Ch.: (shauts) “Yeah! | will play in the dolls’
house!”

A..: "Nol Certainly not! Children who shout
can't play in the doll's house!”

ADULT ignores the
child - passes over the
obvious content of the
child's ication,

CHILD feels neglected,
misunderstood - is
hampered in efforts to

Empathy scale: level 3

& Ch.: “Ten more days and it's my birthday!”

® A *Yes, it is. And can you count on your
fingers how old you will be?"

& Ch.: (counts).

ADULT responds to the CHILD experiences
child, but passes over that some attention -
the essential meaning of yet, doesn’t feel

the communication. completely understood

Empathy scale: level 4

Ch.: running away from Robin-with-tiger-

mask - panic-stricken and screaming,

T.: “You are afraid of the tiger?” (pulling the

child on her lap) - Ch.: (nods)

T.: "You are afraid that he will bite or eat
ul? " - Ch.: (nods violently and starts

reathing more calmly).
ADULT shows conside- CHILD feels understood,
ration for the actual accepted and ec:
experiences, interests, to be oneself and fo fully

wishes or needs of the

express oneself.
child.

The ,,Adult Style Observation
Schedule“ [ASOS]

= Sensitivity
respact, understanding of needs
and emotional support

= Stimulating interventions
open iImpulses that engender
involvement

= Autonomy
support of child initiative and
child participation




