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abstract

Background: On July 2006, a gastroenteritis

outbreak occurred in Oshima Island.

Staphylococcus aureus was isolated in 3 people,

all related to visitors in a group staying at the A

hotel. An epidemiologic investigation was

performed to determine the outbreak source.

Methods: Active case finding and a descriptive

study were conducted, followed by a

case-control study, targeting A hotel guests who

stayed on June 80.

Results: Three people had positive satool
cultures for Staphylococcus aureus. All cases
had nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.

There were no prior activities associated with

infection. All cases ate rice balls. 15 hotel gests

who did not eat rice balls, all were uninfected.

Rice balls (OR undefined, 85%CI undefined, P

value 0.001) served at the A hotel were

associated with illness. '

Conclusions: 1) A common source outbreak

occurred in A hotel guests who stayed on June

80. 2) Rice balls served at the A hotel were

associated with illness. 8) This investigation

emphasizes the importance of travel-associated
outbreaks, and the importance of
multiinstitutional eooj:eration.

Keywords : Food poisoning, Bacterial
infections, Staphylococcus aureus infections,
Outbreak of Staphylococcus aureus
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