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To err is human, to forgive divine”
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o Sizable numbers of Americans are harmed as a result of medical er-
rors. Two studies of large samples of hospital admissions, one in New York
using 1984 data and another in Colorado and Utah using 1992 data, found
that the proportion of hospital admissions expericncing an adverse event,
defined as injuries caused by medical management, were 2.9 and 3.7 per-
cent,! respectively. The proportion of adverse events attributable to errors
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Clinton seeks to reduce medical errors,
- promote patient safety

~ Fabruary 22,2000
\Web posted at: 1:03 p.m. EST (1803
GMD)

TWASHINGTON (CNN) -- Inan
effort to reduce the number of medic
mistakes that may be killing as many
as 98,000 peaple annually, President
Bill Clinton unveiled a series of
initiatives Tuesday -- including one
that seeks to have hospitals report
such errors.
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