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Different interpretations of ‘withholding’ and ‘withdrawing’ in life-sustaining
treatments based on different conceptualizations of the human body or the relationship
between the patient’s intention and the condition

K #—/8 Phi sHnk

Koichiro KAWASHIMA _ Michiya ITO
®WsEZEIV=v s @HRILAFAEREZIARHERETELITE

BKEY WORDS s L (life-sustaining treatments) EZ=L#Z (withholding)
it (withdrawing) %4 (an assembly) 2% I)L b (Gestalt)
BE%M (relationship) 273 (acceptance)
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SUMMARY

Interpretations of ‘withholding’ and ‘withdrawing’ in life-sustaining treatments becomes differ-
ent depending on how we conceptualize the human body : whether we recognize it as an assembly
of parts or as one holistic gestalt rather than a mere assembly of parts. '

Given that we focus on the relationship between the patient’s intention and the condition he is
in, if the patient accepts the condition, there can be withholding which means to follow the caus-
al process ; withdrawing is not intended in this case.

If the patient does not accept his condition, there can be withholding and withdrawal used as
a means to stop life-sustaining treatments.

There is a clear difference in meaning between withholding conducted with the patient’s ac-
ceptance of the condition and withholding as well as withdrawing conducted without the patient’s
acceptance of the condition.
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