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Continuous Medical Care for Advanced Cancer Patients from Hospital to Home Care—What We Need Is Not the “Gear
Change,” but We Need a Continuous Palliative Care: Yoshikazu Ashino (Towada City Hospital)
Summary

The conversion from a treatment that aimed for cure to palliative care for advanced cancer patients is called a “gear
change” in Japan. However, what we need is not the “gear change,” but we need an establishment of cancer medical sys-
tem in which palliative care is offered as needed anywhere at anytime. Toward this end, it is important to have a conscious
reform effort by oncologists, a promotion of palliative care at hospital and a positive action taken by the hospital to coordi-
nate between the local medical institution, a welfare organization and a nursing organization. Key words: Palliative care,
“Gear change,” Local palliative care network, Continuous medical care
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