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Abnormal visuo-spatial information processing in autism spectrum disorder

Takako FUJITA, Takao YAMASAK], and Shozo TOBIMATSU
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Visual information is sequentially processed in parallel via two distinct dorsal and
ventral pathways. The dorsal pathway involves motion and stereopsis, while the ventral
pathway plays an important role in perceiving color and fine detail. Individuals with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) often show superior performance in processing of fine
detail and inferior performance in processing of global structure and motion perception.
Based on these perceptual abnormalities in ASD, the “pathway-specific” and “complexity-
specific” hypotheses have been proposed. The former suggests dysfunction .of the dorsal
pathway with sparing the ventral pathway, while the latter indicates dysfunction of the
neuro-integrative processing at a higher cortical level for both the ventral and dorsal

pathways. In this article, we will first describe the current concept of parallel visual
pathwaysin humans, then review the link between visual perceptual abnormalities in ASD

and the parallel visual pathways.

Key words : autism spectrum disorder (ASD), visual perceptual abnormalities, the path-
way-specific hypothesis, the complexity-specific hypothesis, dorsal system,

ventral system

F—0—FBMERA~N7 b J 4, BAEERE SBRERORERS BRMERBRNEER

i, HWR%R RAR

1.3 U & I

BEIAE X * 7 b 5 4 (autism spectrum
disorder: ASD) DfHEFEH], LEFHIA H=X
LIZDVT, IhE TICKRL BREEMNRIBSNT
= T W 5, [\ D 35 E £ (Baron-Cohen,
1988), [EfTHEEREE | (Ozonoff, Pennington,
& Rogers, 1991), [hiX#FKEESEE (weak cen-
tral coherence) ] (Frith, 1989 ; Happé, 1999),
MAEREIEREREIE% (enhanced perceptual func-
tioning) | (Mottron & Burack, 2001) {k&efs &
DEFOND GHRXEERBD L), —F,
ASD ORI BHMERE L LT, MEOEFHR
MEBIZREN TV S, 2EFNELEEINED

W EBEIhE I EMNHON TS (Dakin &
Frith, 2005), COMERHEEICE-SE, RE
MEEEOBS, > [ERERNEE (path-
way-specific) | {R&¢ (Spencer et al, 2000) &
MEMNERERNBEE (complexity-specific)
{KE% (Bertone & Faubert, 2006, Bertone et al,
2003) MEAEBEhTWVW3, M&EIE ASD O
EFHNEREE QR O IMREEIRALEHERI L
1ebDTHY, FEEHKEED, KETRIIND
DIRBEFLLBNT BH, ThEEFETLET
BERHTREFROLBIC >V T FHERT 5,
Z D%, ASD ORZERIZMEE L HEERESE
EDEEIC YW TR 5,
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2. WHREFERLE

Fatcb b 0ER L XOREERI, B
R TcEREaLIE BHE AUBKE
(lateral geniculate nucleus: LGN) #& ¥
ED 1 RBEH (V1) cAhshz, Vi
Brodmann @ 17T Ficf84 T 3, BEERIIZD
BRI L > ThHATONBEER SR 5, T15b
b, &, MR, HOEE GEERaesEicE
#) ICBHY A21ERIS, KM% (magno-cellular

(M) system: LGN OA#ifE (magno-cellular

cel) iICHR) LidhsEEcnEBshs, —
B, BEIHE,LOEEICET 2ERIT/NEES
(parvocellular (P) system : LGN @ /N #f 4
(parvocellular cell) icHkR) & &iFh3RE
THE & h 3 (Livingstone & Hubel, 1998,
Tobimatsu & Celesia, 2006)s M RIZHIED a

KR (BRI :

BREDRERRZMEE

PRI (REREH) » 5, LGN oXd
RUBZET, VIKEREANT 3, &5, V1
o LRBEREE (V2) wiihsh, %63 KkE
REH (V3d), SKREEH/dfERE (Vs/
MT), R LREERE (MST) A& CH@EEEI
3, VILIEEOZE 3 A3 (dorsal path-
way) &dbkidhd, PRIZHBED B MEEiMEa
»5, LGN o/Miifa=&H L, V1KEHREA
713 %, Eoi, ViesV2ictHhsh, EAl
SIRBREE (V3v), 4RBEF (V4) 28T
THERECE S, V1LUBOKKE ISR
(ventral pathway) & d&idh 3, HHRiEH 3
BEITHEFELLENS S, FRsFHash, 8
BfER%EZiTo>, MEBINERIZE ICHIEE
BIEFICE S N CELEER L DBAVITHh T
BERITE2bDEEZISND (K1),
MAROEBEAFHITI IV F 5 X PRE LB
IS ARREDSE <, BOBIRMEH 12  ERISEREEDS

SRR, ML

MilllR (RERIRR)

1 WHIEHR R AR EROE

B8R, #@MrEE

REFRIM R L PROWFIMIERCUEI NG, MBI, FE, LGN 28
Bl, BBEEO VBT, 5icVIHMS V2 V3 (Brodmann @ 18,

19 £5),

V5/MT, MST 2B THIEEKLE S, CHILEENR, R, HOE

ERICET 2ERLELTZ, —H PR, VIidd Vy V3 Ve (TS
KA Z 5 DR IERIEEREERICAIE 4 3) %?‘T‘F{ﬁlliﬁﬁkié%“%’c BEL

A VR EE] 2,



IR,

BWCETHS _(Dacey, 1999 ; Livingstone &
Hubel, 1988), #®D7%, I v b 5 X b DEALD
B AR L TELARET 508, B9

AhVEEcHT ARGHRZ LW, S P R
R EOERKE & ERS NS, 2V b5 Xt

B & BSRARAED KV & W D A TREVEEE b
-5 (Dacey, 1999 ; Dacey & Packer, 2003), Z#
B, BAEPHE» VI (BED OREICENRT
W53, MFRONBHEABREFAHED S HERIZ
ZTRTBHIEICEY, HIEEmMREERNIC
FllBTZ % (Tobimatsu & Celesia , 2006),

3. EEMRORRILERE

ER VAV OEEREE LT, REE DO
B BEOBHPLH X 0BHND B, B - RIFOD
RHBEIC LTI, BIOEIFELIEXLGNT
W5 7ce, T THEBROMPIMEREEIY
LEif, ASD 0EEEEAEE IO WTHEHRT 5,

EHHER, EBT2MENERLHNTHS

X (FEE) MES CEick - CHIETEX2E 1K

1ZE®) (first-order motion: FM) &, EFELIA D
B (1o & 2, REOWERP I v P X L)
THEEEXFTE 25 20ES (second-order
motion: SM) #»3&% % (Cavanagh & Mather,
1989) (X 2), FM & SM D:EENHIE SR & (&

A)

K2 %£1kEE (A) LE2KEF (B) 7K

Vol.50. No.1

EXNEFIBBESNTED, HWORL BEL
THEBRUEBBITON B EEIONTWVSA, £
ERIIE TV, AR & GEEHERIS, #
fEh 5 LGN O KMk = ZB L, VI ICRES
N3, VITi=a2—ovOFEHFNNSBEHR
#1758 OB (local motor processing) 51T
bhz, DK ZBEHFOKZWLV5H/MTIHE
HWBANEN, VI TiTbhicBRiIEEEOZE
RRYEES (global motion processing) T4
hz, TOVE/MT EFHRODIREEZEZI SN
Ty, Fi—FHRIKEDE X, EX BT 2158
2S5, V5 /MT OfFHIE, MST X
NTVWBH, MSTIRVS/MT L bZBEH
KEWIY, —HRIEDOEE T TREL, KR
DYILK - fﬁ’J\ ElenE&), RTZEHL V-1
optic flow (X 3) D24 (HE5H5OBEOEH =%

HZHOEESMNE) (Roy, Komatsu, &

Wurtz, 1992 ; Tanaka, 1989) % SM & W - 7248
BB ICRINT 5, MREEEFMICY VOKNT
13, MST iZid 4 2 D8 & ILERINICRIGT 548
farEs - Tk, FHHEHFME (frontoparallel
plane) FTEEEH % L 12 & ICHRRERINC
RItd 54088 (directionally selective cell: D
“apa), fihK (expansion) ¥ 7-i3#8/)N (contrac-
tion) ERMICRIST 2482 (B, CHERD, %
PRBESEE F CHET A E o REFET AR AN ElER L

B1RESIEHT 2MEIEREERTHSLE (BE) SES>LiLL- ‘C%ﬂﬁ‘c &

50 A T‘i%@ﬁﬁ@)&l«“u; 2 T%%%@%%ﬁ‘ufﬂ—( % 60
BELUADIEHRTERLXITE 3, B TREDEIBE B —E/IH,

Witk > TIRTFREOE 2 £32HT 5,

—h, F2REHIIE
FERF +— D&



BE - Lt - R BRECREMPZNES

B)

3  optic flow Hll#

HE@EDI v ¥4 Fy bOSEHRICTEKR (A) - f/h (B) Ly, BlEEdT 2L, HOES

HEBEL B,

7- & % (rotation in fronto-parallel plane) i<
FERENCRIG T A48 (RE fHfa), BITZART
o[EE:  (rotation in depth) (CRIGT 5 HHkE
(RAEED MBEHOLNTVWB, Ihd 4FEHED
miEaT, ERNBREFELSLEVWVRERTOEAD
EE vy — v BSran s (Saito etal, 1986),
I 5IC MST = CHIEENEERIEIEES LS
B, EETIEFHRIEED, BIIFENE X ORI
B EE-FREED 2 0icnhnd T LN
RIESNhTWS (Rizzolatti & Matelli, 2003),
H-HEBE VIO 6 REEEF (V6), LiF
BNEICELZERT, RENSTEHEICES 3
MEBETTS. —H, BE-HRERIEIVINSEVS/
MT % & Bb, THEENECESZRT, ZHE
MEBENDITEIRIE, TEHER T 5 0E
BIThNnb, FoHEEERI MRI OMiFKiIc &b, L
BATE/NEICBT 5 =2 —o YEBBEMLESIC
bEARILT 24, THIENETIEREE
(higher-order motion) 7&& & 0 ¥EHEES)IC
BRAOCRIGT B EMbhr > T3S (Claeys
etal, 2003), fhic, EFRICEELHAM L LT,
TRIEEE SRS H D, TOWAIZVHW B EYFE
#le + D E  (biological motion) Icfbh 5 &
EHbNTWVW3 (Grossman & Blake, 2002),

4. BERRERRY F5 A EHFIHIRERE

ASD O RIZHEE L WF|HREROKEE &
DO, BELSEENS B EEL SN TV,

WHFIRERE DA HIR & ASD DERXIfTE)
FHREETHE LI5S, BB LUEPEED
FH, EER LV MEBENE SBEEOREE
»EEbh B (Spencer etal, 20000, &I AHY
NUERBETHEEICAHONS XD CRERIB O
ST H5LENENRLTY S (Mottron &
Belleville, 1993) &V 5HRD 5 P ROKEETT
ENBEbN B, ASDICEB I 3 BEIZHEET %0
EYEEAICRET L, EFNREREEFUMN
GTHEU RS, BRERFENESE] kR
(Spencer et al, 2000) & [EHNIERSENRE
% | {R#% (Bertone & Faubert, 2006, Bertone
etal, 2003) TH5, ThbHORBEIRTT 21
HIZMF, PROBELERMICTHETE IR
HihlgE B O0EBYBENRES WL o hiRE
ShTBY, UFiczofENEbDETT,
Spencer et al. (2000) i3, /NED ASD T ER
Ricl~XTa b —v v HEEESRIEO R HRIE
MHEWY, FEOaE— LY FRAREREET
HoteEMELTWE, TORKR, 24 HE
CEERER]AEAE MPB) SEEINTE
D, FErVWEEREREAERE (PR dfkikh
TVW3EVS [HRZBRSENESE | REEERE
L7zo THICXTL Bertone et al. (2003), Bertone
and Faubert (2006) LATDO XKL 7,
B oOWRIEEIC L » TERS N2 BHIIRT
B0 E (FM) ORMBEEL, K EHIERT
HBFFAF +— (texture-contrast) Tk -T
HATXBRFHEOHE (SM) OZEHEEE A
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#1 [ERFRNEE] Riks EHLERRRMES] K6

S NN GREES HEENBER
MR RNEE ) kR " " )
(Spencer et al., 2000) BREET fiac kﬁﬁlﬂ@%@@ﬂﬁ‘]l‘ﬁ%‘
[EHNERHRAEE) Rk |V1IETEE V1 & THEERSE , _
(Bertone et al., 2005) V 2 LI THEEIET V2 LR THREEET BHEx v b7 -7 BEOESE

Spencer et al. (2000) & Bertone et al. (2005) OXEKEEICHERROBEET L1,

EL, BRROKEEFEEZT >/ KBFM
ViwTEESHh (Smith etal, 1998), SM i3
V2LIED X D ERLXVOBREF BV TLE
xha&EZS5hTWS (Bertone & Faubert,
2003)e T DR, ASD TR FM ORI ESR
T, SMOERIZMETLTVLS E W - IfFRELER
¥»1-. %7 Bertone etal. (2005) &, MEEZEI
& > TES N 3 1F4E (first-order) DFZEDEE
HBAEE, TFRF v —iCE > TEONBRTFE
(second-order) DFLEEDRHREZRET 5
LT, ERIBROFMHE DT> T3, BRAD ASD
TIEERTEOBNIER L oIERL THY,
FERF + —BFROBIIETFLTVWE LV
1 EREEARSD o, FBFIC T Y v A —REZITW,
V1A2BUGERLV~<LV (RETLr~L) oM,
PRAZBEIRVICEEALI-E A, TREOERFE
DM ot, THEDI EH LR, ERKE
IERLV~NNVOEE RS, BRI, EARC
hHoE, VIUBOERL~L @EX .y b
7 — 7 OB ODEESFEET HILEERHL
tzo ¥ 7z ASD iC B B EERIH O HBGES11E4E
i, V1 ToRE»EL B2 mEHias g+
BEFMRL 125 2 & T, HEDOBKRHPLHEI L]
ET a3t TciREVHLEER LI, Ik [1EH
MEZXRFRABEZE] ki & L, Pellicano et al.
(2005) DOEETH, RFROERSBE=NLTY
% (£1), X5iT, Caronetal (2006) 37 =
725 —HIEER r — VERB LI ABEAED
#7FRFEAVT, FXFUETEMENEOE
YIEEHNCRET Lo 2BMISNIERELXET S
7R MCTEREEEOEREEZEDILIE LD,
hiRFEEEERG Gid) PHAROEEDAT
1335BAAS >, d, " Bertone et al. (2005) DL
LHHhET, RETEW - ERBEREMS OB
FILHEIERASS, ASD OENHHEEME
W RAEREEAEAE LARETREVAL
HEL T3,

Kemner and van Engeland (2006) i, &
DOERFE R IC T B IFRLEDE WA ASD I
B AEEERMBEORFCESLTVWEOTIE
BUWhEELTWD, S REFERIEZRAVT
MEFEREMAICHR L&A, SVERRERE
v,y — ) OBRFERIBICHT 5 N8O
(FIBIRTREB L Z80msec iCBD LN BEH
B) or—7RENSERREELD b ASD ROFH
INEVDIZHL, BWERARE (K&l vy —
V) OFERIEIC L B3 NS IIERKLE ASD
RTERIEDIEMd 21, T, TOEBRBEZHTE
L& h, ERETR, EEEAERERE TR
BEEEICHEE SN, BEEAESHEETEE
RENCHEES N, TROLEMARRICEDTE
BT B IMEIRRI AR » TWtco —H, ASD Tid
mRlg & bEERICERIENH 5120, REMD
AR O MBIC T A0k TRw I &
WRENT, TOZEMBAFRICT 2 0ERED
REE D, FHKLERROREOELEL, &
BHIc ASD TR IEREBEDCETAH 5 I
b0 S T DOEMEEASTIET 5 &\ D BRI
FEOREMNE BORERETE L TV 5, M
B3 5258 DEW I Deruelle et al
(2004) dWEIh TV B, FoBLEMESH
FEEFAVCHEDORIERIT- &5, ERRE
3, ASD RRBVWERABRROEREZSC
BEOHH, BOEHRABROBEHRESVHELD b
BRFBIEMTELLEREL TV S,

5. BEAERRY bS5 L EEHR

Gepner etal. (1995), Gepner and Mestre
(20022) 3, ASD i< BV THEHK optic flow
#E 2R L EOREEEESH ZELEHETICT
BELEER RIGHEOETEED I, hid,
EUHTASD LB 5 EHHEOREEIERHL
12K TH B, BT Spencer et al. (2000) i<

— 50 —
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£V, B L7 & D K ESHMEDOEESHHIEE
(M%) DEEic L 2a/gEnsfsEasht, £
DEDOHRET, RIEOEE, FiuFELEzDZ
HNHE->THWBIEMS (Gepner, Druelle, &
Grynfeldt, 2001), FEWREHLE X ICBT 25
BOEEMNEHEINTVS (Gepner & Mestre,
2002b), Milne etal. (2002) #&[Elkkic, optic
flow Fl&UE AW 1 OEBYEENERH» S, ASD
RTREZOHMOZAINEESIhTVWE I L%
e L 7o,

L L7AS, Del Viva etal. (2006) 0¥
Tid, optic flow OEHHBEIRBEELHFEE
BBDONL D o1, £V TOREMER
2 RBMY 5 Gabor /¥ v F 2 W - LERHES %
& 5 LIEYBEIER TORELAD L, o 12,
L7h385 T, Del Viva etal. (2006) 3 V5 /MT,
MST £ TOREERLL, FELLDLDFRD
FECRE LEHOMA L V- EEDEE S
EB-TW3,

Blake etal. (2003) ® biological motion %
BWIHATIE, ASD 3AHMLE E r OB E 0D
g/ (biological sequence) %#ZLZ A&t FOD
B LT 5 EHEETH - s, BWHAE
BEDFEMICBAL T, EREEDOIE P -1 8
HFLTW3, TOTELVEARRIRI-NTED,
FHREOBEENSREINL TS, LELEHMS
biological motion ¥ HoE&OMXETIE, EE
BHROKEVLET, BIROEHNEZE (ate
motion processing) MBS TEEVbhTED
(Grossman & Blake, 2002 ; Smith et al.,, 1998),
COEROEEBEEORSEZOTRE L RE L
TWa,

6. F & &

SETOMERREL T LD BE, ASDicB T
DB, SHEEROMERERL~NL (B
BEF~V1) oFEEL WS &y, [EHNEZRE
EFEE| RRTEIAONTVLALI KB L X
N TOMEROHKEEEIC L 3TN THVWEE
DNBD, FRERRBTTVIEL, ThSOHE
BOFN S HRDLEFERL b 0P EH RS
bDOBREALETHD, BREEHOWMETH -
THRAPEBNC L 2EELBRATER Y, L

1> THBROBFEE LT, BESEEICEL:
BABN, FREEEN T L OBIAEEFOFiE
PERMBEICEN L HBEERIC L 5 R ROK
e, BLUBEREEFTOLOOHEEL & » K
HUCEHE S 2 HNED D B,

BB

BEERET S D20, BEBHREBERE - 42
BRHFERERE > 2 — (JST, RISTEX) OWEEHIC
FEHBLE T,
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