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Owverseas’ Prevention and Control Plan of Influenza

Hiroshi Suzuki*

*Division of Public Health, Department of Infectious Disease Control and International Medicine,
Niigata University, Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences

By the leadership of the World Health Organization, not only seasonal influenza but also pan-
demic planes were occurring at global level. For seasonal influenza, vaccination grew steadily over
the past decade and this growth was most striking in countries outside North America and West-
ern Europe. With higher levels of vaccine use, these countries will be better prepared to confront
the next influenza pandemic. However, vaccine use in subtropical and tropical countries was lim-
ited, because questions about influenza burden in those regions remain unanswered.

Pandemic preparedness was most urgent matters, but the distribution of scarce resources (nota-
bly antiviral drugs and vaccines) would probably be inequitable. Most affluent countries have
stockpiled antiviral drugs and could rely on their capacity to produce vaccines or agreements to
obtain vaccine rapidly. By contrast, lower—income countries would find it difficult to access suffi-
cient quantities of these globally scare resources. Therefore, a greater international commitment
to share scarce stocks of antiviral drugs and vaccines is required. h
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