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Results of Questionnaire Survey on The Actual Medical Status of Breast Reconstruction : Yano K*! and
Tamaki Y*2 (*'Department of Plastic Surgery, *?Department of Breast and Endocrine Surgery, Osaka
University of Medicine)

This time, a questionnaire survey for breast surgeons was carried out as a contribution to a future
directivity because the trait and task become clear by grasping and quantifying the present status of breast
reconstruction. The questionnaires were distributed to all certified facilities and teaching institutions of
breast surgery (609 facilities) throughout the country. The questionnaire items were made about the state or
the profile of a hospital, the actual status of breast carcinoma treatment, the actual status of breast
reconstruction, the actual status of immediate breast reconstruction, the actual status of secondary breast
reconstruction, and future breast reconstruction. Replies to this questionnaire survey were received from 356
out of 609 institutions ; i.e., the reply rate was 58.5%. In this article, we present the survey results as well
as the current problems and the future prospects in the field of breast reconstruction after mastectomy.

Key words : Questionnaire survey, Breast reconstruction, Breast surgery

Jon J Breast Cancer 22 (6) : 509~514, 2007
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ABSTRACT

Volar Advancement Flap for
Fingertip Reconstruction
(Step V-Y Advancement Methods)

Masayuki Sawaizumi, MD**, Akihiro Ogino, MD*?,
Yu Maruyama, MD** and Toshihito Yamaguchi, MD*?

Coverage of skin defects should be closed with the
aim of achieving not only functional improvement, but
also a good cosmetic outcome at both the donor site
and recipient site. In such a situation, the step V-Y
advancement flap appears to be a useful technique as
one of the methods for improving donor site morbidity
in reconstructive surgery.

The step V-Y advancement flap was used for finger
tip reconstruction in 15 cases. Eight flaps were based
on the subcutaneous pedicle and seven cases were
used as neurovascular island flaps. Flap survival was
very stable without any cases of partial necrosis by the
tight closing of the donor site and postoperative
swelling.

The advantage of these flaps is that they minimize
donor-site morbidity by direct closure of the defect
after flap harvest. And the volar zigzag scar was incon-

spicuous and free of contractures.
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Application of Step Design for the Volar Flaps of fingers
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Step design was used for the volar flap of the fingers in 26 patients, and the V-Y advancement
flap was adopted for the reconstruction of fingertip skin defects in 17 cases. Heterodigital arterial
and neurovascular island flaps were used for defects over 25 mm. The skin defects were optimally
closed for functional improvement and good cosmetic outcome, without any instance of partial
necrosis from closing of the donor site or of postoperative swelling.

Coverage of skin defects should be conducted with the goal of achieving not only functional
improvement, but also good cosmetic outcome at both donor and recipient sites. The results
demonstrate that step design for the volar flap of the finger is a useful technique for improving

donor site morbidity in reconstructive surgery.
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