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ABSTRACT

Primary Reconstruction Following Total
Maxillectomy to Maintain the Facial Contour

Yoshihiro Kimata, MD* and Minoru Sakuraba, MD**

Maxillary reconstruction after ablative surgery has

— 867 —

long been a challenge for plastic surgeons. The goal
of this reconstructive field is to maintain the midfacial
contour aesthetic contour and functional units of the
orbit, nose, paranasal sinuses, and upper dental arch.
In order to obtain satisfactory results, several compli-
cated procedures including vascularized bone grafts,
transferring several flaps, and prolonged operative
times have been reported. However, the prognosis of
the patients with large maxillary defects that require
immediate reconstruction reviewed in this article is
poor. Therefore in primary reconstruction for total
maxillectomy, shortening the operative times, reduc-
ing the early postoperative complications, maintaining
the speech and swallowing functions, and finally pre-
venting severe facial deformities are important princi-
ples.

In this paper, we describe simple reconstruction
such as those using the single flap procedures includ-
ing palatine-naso-facial portion (PNF) methods and
titanium mesh. For edentulous patients, we developed
slit-type maxillary reconstruction for patients who
undergo total or extended maxillectomy.

*Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery,
Okayama University, Graduate School of Medicine,
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama
700—8558 _

**Division of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery,
National Cancer Center Hospital East, Kashiwa 277—
8577
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