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Present status of adjuvant chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer

Shin TAKEDA, and Akimasa NAKAO*

Key words : Pancreatic cancer, Adjuvant chemotherapy. 5-FU, Gemcitabine, TS-1

Gemcitabine is now considered as a standard adjuvant chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer, while
TS-1 was approved for treatment in August 2006 by the Japanese government. In such circumstances,
to re—evaluate the treatment strategies is necessary. It is also important in chemotherapy to predict the
efficacy of drugs prior to the treatment. Although the key enzyme of gemcitabine sensitivity is under in-
vestigation, that of 5-FU was already identified. We found that immunohistochemical studies of TS and
DPD were useful for predicting the clinical outcome of patients with pancreatic cancer. After surgery,
we gave 5-FU to pancreatic cancer patients with TS positive and DPD negative expression through the
portal vein for 3 weeks. These patients had a longer survival compared to patients given gemcitabine.
Theses findings suggest that pancreatic cancer patients with TS positive expression who receive TS-1
adjuvant therapy could have longer survival than patients with gemcitabine.

* Nagoya University Graduate School of Medicine, Gastroenterological Surgery (Department of Surgery

II) (Nagoya)
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