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Abstract

A surgical manipulator system that can answer a wide range of surgical needs is described. We have ever
developed a surgical manipulator system HUMAN (Hyper-Utility Mechatronic AssistaNt). It provides
minimally i mvaszve Aneurosurgery in a clinical setting, Bésides the obvious restriction of only bemg able to use

thxs system on the. bram* he opcratnve field that this systcm couild treat was-circular within a diameter of | cm.
+ We lherefore deve]ope an dvanced system ‘based on- HUMAN which we, call AMATERAS. This new surgical
'rec:se and" mmlmally mvaswc sutgery on not only the brain but also on such

manlpulator system enables
areas as the abdomen The- set J_ng ‘ofithe- mampulator needs to bé usable for tiore than the brain and to have a -
treatablc operatlve field of 3.cm mmxmum We developed two new mechanisms: s positioning arm that has a

flve-bar lmkage mechanism for pivoting-the manipulators ‘and a ‘mechanism that puts some manipulators on a
- stgnd for . an operatmg mlcroscope -one, that does not hn the surglcal bed or the patient’s body. With these
b funcnons, AMATERAS prowdes precxse and ninimally invasi ; ;
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Complete resection of glioma is required to obtain a
satisfactory outcome in neurosurgical treatment. It
is difficult for neurosurgeons to identify the boundary
between glioma and normal tissue using the naked eye
alone, so surgical assistance systems such as surgical
navigation systems for the detection of brain tumor
have been used in clinical operations. Intraoperative
information obtained from intraoperative biomedical
measurement systems must be integrated to detect
brain tumors more accurately. In this research, we
developed an intraoperative information integration
platform using middleware that has global positioning
and global time management capabilitics. To evalu-
ate the platform, we developed an integrated platform
consisting of devices and systems for neurosurgery.
Through experiments, we confirmed the basic perfor-
mance and effectiveness of our platform in a simulated
clinical environment.

Keywords: system integration, neurosurgery, distributed
system, 5-aminolevulinic acid, navigation system

1. Background

In recent years, a number of research laboratories are
expected to develop devices and systems supporting min-
imally invasive surgery and its effects [1-3). In order to
perform more effective surgical operations, appropriate
computer-assisted surgery is needed based on the required
function, so an integrated system is needed that supports
surgeons in an environment in which surgical devices are
integrated.

In order to integrate a system, communication software
is needed for connecting computers that control and man-
age multiple surgical devices, as is software to mutually

Joumal of Robotics and Mechatronics Vol. 19 No.3, 2007

integrate individual systems. If the development environ-
ments of individual systems differ, it takes much time and
cost to develop such softwarc.

As a solution, we have developed an intraoperative in-
formation integration system utilizing distributed object
technology (middleware) [4]. When using distributed ob-
ject technology, differences in operating systems (OSs)
and hardware are made transparent and the development
of application software operating under different plat-
forms is facilitated. Parallel processing to distribute a load
over multiple computers then becomes possible [5].

For these reasons, computer-assisted surgical systems
using distributed object technology are being widely de-
veloped. Knappe et al., for example, developed a navi-
gation robot reusing an existing system having a different
development environment and specifications to reduce de-
velopment time and cost [6). Schorr et al. distributed the
calculation Joad of image processing, which takes time in
navigation processing, by using multiple PCs to develop a
navigation system enabling real-time information presen-
tation [7). For improving performance by reducing devel-
opment time and cost and distributing the load of calcula-
tion processing, computer-assisted surgical systems have
thus been developed using distributed object technology
[6-8].

. When considering the construction of an integrated
computer-assisted surgery environinent, a problem arises
in a distributed system using multiple computers because
individual computers do not always indicate the same
time, and the positional information of computer-assisted
surgical devices may not be mutually associated correctly.
To solve this problem, we must standardize time informa-
tion, including mutual time synchronization of subsystem
components and the integration of positional information.
The integration-of positional information has been fully
discussed in an integrated system using multiple surgical
devices [6-8). Time has not, however, been sufficiently
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Fig. 1. System overview: system integration platform

for surgery assisting system is consisted of global position
server, global time server and companeats.

clarified and standardized in conventional studies.

In dealing with biological information, the positional
information of organs varies from hour to hour as typified
by bodily movement. To integrate biological information
from multiple measuring instruments, the timing between
measuring instruments must be standardized highly pre-
cisely.

Based on the above, we use not only distributed ob-
ject technology and but also develop an integrated plat-
form focusing on the integration of positioning and tim-
ing. Our discussions here focus on the highly precise stan-
dardization of timing, which is important for performing
advanced computer-assisted surgery. We then apply the
integrated platform to an actual surgery-assisted system
for neurosurgery and verify its effectiveness through an
evaluation experiment, as reported in the sections that fol-
Jow.

2. Methods

2.1. System Configuration

We focus on three functions for realizing an integrated
platform for a computer-assisted surgical system:

1. The integration of surgical devices having different
development languages and environments.

2. The integration of positioning information.
3. The standardization of timing information.
In order to realize the integration of surgical devices

having different development languages and environ- -

ments, we use distributed object technology. In order to
realize the integration of positioning information and the
standardization of timing information, we established a
time-synchronous server for providing standardized tim-
ing and positioning information servers for providing in-
legrated positioning information in the integrated plat-
form. We also provide communication software compo-
Rents for connecting components of surgical systems with
the present platform (Fig. 1).
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Table 1. Classification of middleware.

OS Language [ Real Time
independent | independent
NDDS @) @) ]
JAVA RMI T @ X Jay
COM X O A
CORBA O © A

2.2. Use of Distributed Object Technology

Widcly used middleware includes JAVA Remote Mes-
sage Invocation (JAVA RMI), Distributed Component Ob-
ject Model (DCOM), Common Object Request Broker
Architecture (CORBA), and the Network Data Distribu-
tion Service (NDDS) (Table 1). CORBA is actively stud-
ied and developed, having many supported development
environmeats and programming languages [5-10).

Communication in CORBA is based on TCP/IP. In
TCP, data lost during communication is retransmitied
(Retransmission Control). Communication is controlled
to adjust the amount of data based on available commu-
nication conditions (Congestion Control). TCP retrans-
mission and congestion control is effective when data is
transférred securely 1o a destination, but communication
time cannot be cstimated because data retransmission and
the transmission amount are adjusted.

Unlike TCP, UDP does not perform retransmission
control if communication information is lost during com-
munication. While transmission of information is not en-
sured, communication having an immediate response is
realized. In the control of mechatronics equipment, which
requires strict real-time performance such as high-speed
sampling, communication control having an immediate
response rather than data reliability is needed. In con-
trolling a computer-assisted surgery robot, UDP commu-
nication is preferable. By adding functions of retransmis-
sion and congestion control to the communication based
on UDP, reliable communication such as TCP can be re-
alized.

In the present study, we used NDDS (WaveWorks(®),
RTI, USA), which is a type of distributed object tech-
nology based on UDP/IP [11]. NDDS uses a Real Time
Subscribe (RTPS) communication model, which does not
require an intermediation server or irrelevant request mes-
sage.

2.3. Integration of Standard Positioning Informa-
tion by Positioning Information Server

In managing systems by using an integrated coordi-
nales, setting position of individual equipment are mea-
sured by using an external sensor, which we also use, and
based on this, information from individual equipment is
integrated into the standard coordinates.

External sensors include mechanical sensors measur-
ing the location of the tip of a multijointed arm by an en-
coder detecting the angle of each joint, magnetic sensors
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detecting positioning by generating a magnetic field and
measuring the intensity of the magnetic field by a mag-
netic field sensor attached to a probe, and optical sensors
detecting positioning by using a CCD camera to capture
the light reflected from an exclusive reflective marker at-
tached to a probe.

The area measured by a mechanical sensor is limited
to the driving range of a robot’s mechanical arm. Mag-
netic sensor measurement error occurs due to magnetic
materials around the target to be measured, and this re-
stricts its use, depending on the surgical environment. Op-
tical sensors involve the problem of blocking by obstacles,
but enabling unrestricted measurement and comparatively
higher measurement accuracy.

Based on the above, and considering reliability, expan-
sion ease, precision, and the environment used in mea-
surement, we used an optical three-dimensional position-
ing measurement device (POLARIS®, Northem Digi-
tal Inc. Canada) that uses reflective markers. Its sam-
pling speed is approximately 60 Hz and root-mean-square
(RMS) precision is 0.35 mm in positioning measurement
of reflective markers. The positioning information server
measures positioning information of the surgical device
set up in the operating room and integrates coordinates
with an optical position measurement device providing
the standard coordinates.

2.4. Standardization of Timing Information by
Time Synchronization Server

2.4.1. Requirement Specifications

OS generally standardize integrated time systems us-
ing network time protocols (NTP) via Internet connection.
The NTP acquires correct time using the Global Position-
ing System(GPS) to adjust internal computer clocks based
on world standard time.

Information must be managed highly confidentially
when treatment information including private patient in-
formation used in surgery, which is why data is not usu-
ally transmitted or received via the Internet. Configuring
practical computer-assisted surgery requires an integrated
platform, regardless of the system environment, where in-
formation among computers in the operating room is lim-
ited to LANs (LANs). For this we use a time synchroniza-
tion server generating a standard LAN time that differs
from actual time.

To realize integrated computer-assisted surgery, infor-
mation from multiple measuring instruments must be in-
tegrated so that subsystem time is synchronized with cur-
rent standard time. In intraoperative logging recording
surgery information, massive bleeding is a serious prob-
lem, before and after which information on equipment and
operation is recorded as a time-series, allowing a lag from
actual time.

The time synchronization server issving standard time
in an integrated system operates continuously. If a fail-
ure occurs in a single time synchronization server, stan-
dard time is lost, so the time synchronization server is re-

- booted, which loses consistency with time in intraopera-
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tive information recorded previously. Standard time in the
integrated system must therefore be maintained regardless
of problems in the time synchronization server.

When dealing with biological information, precise
treatment information cannot be obtained if a time lag ex-
ists among measuring instruments. Tokuda et al. mea-
sured hepatic motion via breathing to show that a po-
sitioning variation of 50-60 mm is created at intervals
of 7-8 seconds [12]. When position accuracy required
for computer-assisted surgery is 1 mm, 10 obtain accu-
rate treatment information for an ever-changing organism,
time must be standardized to within 100 ms. To do so
while considering the communication time lag, time reso-
lution, and lag of measuring instruments and the time lag
of the drive used together, it must be as fast as possible, so
we set it 10 30 ms. Under the system environment limited
to the LAN, (a) time is precisely standardized at 30 ms
and (b) the time synchronization server is fault-tolerant
ensuring standard time continuity.

2.4.2. Time Synchronization Algorithm

- A time synchronization server having high-precision
standardization of time and fault-tolerant performance re-
alizes functions according to the following flow:

(a) One of the subsystems is started as a time server.

(b) When a new system is added, time is synchronized
with the present time server.

(c) I a failure occurs in the present time server, another
subsystem becomes the time server to maintain the
continuity of time management in the system.

2.43. High-Precision Standardization of Time
To realize high-precision standardization of time, it is
necessary to consider two things:

« The lag created by the progress of the clock of each
computer.

« The lag created by the communication time delay at
the time of synchronization.

Regarding the lag created by the progress of the clock
of each computer, progress can be adjusted by increasing
the frequency of updating with the time synchronization
server. The lag created by the communication time de-
lay at the time of synchronization denotes the precision
(hereafter, ime synchronization precision) when synchro-
nizing with the time synchronization server and the cor-
rective effect of lags due to individual computer clocks
depends on the time-synchronous precision of lags due
to the communication time delay at time synchronization.
Accordingly, to perform high-precision time synchroniza-
tion, it is desirable to solve the problem of communication
delay time.

In CORBA, TimeService is prepared as a service for
synchronizing time [13]. It only obtains time issued by
the TimeService, however, and communication delay time
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is not considered. In a one-to-one client-server system
configured in a LAN environment, Dalton et al. show that
there is an unsteadiness of communication time of from
several ms to several tens of ms [14]). Schorr et al. show
that a maximum 40 ms delay is created in communication
processing time [7). Depending on the communication
environment to be used, reliable time synchronization is
difficnlit to achieve when communication delay time is not
considered.

In the present article, we employ a time-synchronous
algorithm considering the communication time based on
a formula (1) proposed by Cristian et al. [15]. In Cristian’s
algorithm (formula (1)), loopback time (72—-T71-35)
from the client to the server is measured, half of the loop-
back time (72— T'1 - S)is added to the time (Ggerver) SENt
from the server, and the time-synchronous time (Gejiens) is
obtained.

(T2

~T1-8
et T22T19)

Geliem =
Gjien: time-synchronous time
Gierver: time of time-synchronous server
T2: time when data is received from server
T1: time when data is sent to server
S: processing time at server

The problem with this method is that half of the loop-
back time cannot strictly be said to be communication
time. The factor is cited that the round-trip communica-
tion time of the petwork is not always the same. When
the loopback time is short enough, the round-trip time lag
is small and can almost be neglected. That is, in the case
of employing Cristian’s methed, time-synchronous preci-
sion is 1mproved by synchronizing time when the loop-
back time is short, but.communication conditions' of the
network are not fixed, therefore the decision criterion of
whether loopback time is short or not should be decided
according to circumstances.

In ssunmary, in order to realize lngh-preclsmn time syn-
chronization, time synchronization is performed dccord-
ing to flows (a) to (c) as follows: '

(a) Measure the loopback with the time server 100 times
to calculate average () of the loopback time and its
variation (o).

(b) From a statistical value obtained from (a), communi-
cation time is estimated to be (t — ¢) when the net-
work is relatively idle.

(c) When communication time is equal to or smaller
than assumed value (f — &), synchronize time by
adding communication time.

We adopt a policy in which, after time synchronization,
if the consistency of time cannot be maintained among
subsystems, for example, when transmitted time precedes
reception time, synchronization is performed again.

2.4.4. Time Synchronization Server Having Fault Tol-
erance

The present system is designed to have failure tolerance
using the following algorithm (Fig. 2):

342

Fig. 2. Flow chart of fault tolerant time synchronization
algorithm,

o All systems have time synchronization servers and
clients communicating with the server to be con-
nected to the platform.

« If no time synchronization server is present, the sys-
tem itself becomes the time synchronization server.

» When a time synchronization server is present, the
system becomes a client to be synchronized with the
server. When multiple time synchronization servers
are present, time is synchronized with the server hav-
ing the highest priority.

o After completing time synchronization, the con-
nected system drives the prioritized time synchro-
nization server having priority. Clock performance is
measured in advance and priority is allocated based
on performance.

Thanks to such algorithms, even if the currently operating
time synchronization server stops functioning, the server
with second priority (the time synchronization server in
operation having the highest priority) starts. The time
consistency of the subsystem is maintained by the redun-
dant time synchronization server (Fig. 3).

As mentioned before, actual time is not so important
that prioritization based on the clock accuracy of the com-
puter does not have an important meaning. Changing
to a time synchronization server having a largely differ-
ent clock performance, however, is not desirable because
there is the possibility that a time lag may be created in the
integrated system. Clock performance is therefore mea-
sured in advance and priority is allocated in turn based on
performance.
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Fig. 3. Fault tolerant algorithm of the whole system; priority 1 >2>3 > 4.

Flig. 4. Overview of network component.

2.5. Communication Component Module

To realize a time synchronization server having time
consistency and fault-tolerant performance, as mentioned
above, software to perform the function is required to be
implemented for each component connected to the plat-
form. It is problematic, however, in view of develop-
ment efficiency, to have separate correspondence to soft-
ware implementation operation for each system, we de-
veloped a communication component (class library) hav-
ing the time synchronization function above (Fig. 4).

Depending on the computer-assisted surgical system to
be used, the requirement for communication may differ.
When controlling a computer-assisted surgery robot, for
example, communication having an immediate response
is required. When recording intraoperative information
for which security is important, an immediate response is
not necessary; instead, ordered and securc transmission
and reception of information is required. ,

We therefore implement two types of communication
modules into the communication component to enable
communication to be selected based on the system: a
RealTime communication module (RT communication)
to realize communication having an immediate response
based on UDP/IP and a Reliable communication mod-
ule (Reliable communication) to make data transmission
and reception secure through the functions of retrans-
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mission control and congestion control with no real-time
performance. When information to be transmitted is
being transferred from a comesponding surgical device,
the communication component starts a thread perform-
ing time synchronization in the background to synchro-
nize time with the time synchronization server in the net-
work. When data is transferred through a communica-
tion interface from the corresponding surgical device, in-
tegrated time information is added to the data as a time
stamp and data is transmitted and received by a selected
communication module (RT communication or Reliable
commugnication). Regarding such a time synchronization
function and communication control of the network, all
processing is performed in the background.

The above points ensure data transfer between plat-
forms for users without having to change the control soft-
ware of the existing surgical device, etc., simply by decid-
ing data interface transmission to and reception from the
network.

3. Application to Neurosurgical Surgery-
Assisted System

We have associated the fluorescence intensity and
spectrum information obtained from S5-aminolevulinic
acid (SALA) induced protoporphyrin IX (Pp9) fluores-
cence with cancer malignancy as a neurosurgical surgery-
assisted system to develop a cancer detection system for

" quantitative diagnosis [1,2). Even if a cancerous area is

identified by this cancer detection system, it is difficult
to remove cancer if it is close to an important functional
region but the positional relationship of a patient’s motor
language area to the motor area (functional information)
is not sufficiently clear.

In surgery using a navigation system based on pre-
operative diagnostic information, the location of the un-
clear cancer boundary (anatomical information) and the
cerebral function region (functional information) of motor
language area and motor area, etc., is presented to the sur-
geon as objective three-dimensional image information.
More effective surgical navigation is realized with histo~
logical information such as cancer malignancy detected
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by Pp9 fluorescence measurement being presented to the
surgeon together with cerebral functional and anatomic
information by this navigation system.

We therefore applied the position server, time server,
and communication component we developed to a
surgery-assisted system for neurosurgery. We configured
an integrated navigation system that collects and inte-
grates information from multiple intraoperative measur-
ing instruments to display on a navigation screen. Func-
tions of the integrated system are realized in the following
flow:

(a) Standardization of time between subsystems.

(b) Integration of coordinates to unify positioning-
information by using a positioning-information
server.

{¢) Collection of multiple intraoperative information as-
sociated with positioning.

(d) Integration of information from time information
added simultancously to intraopcrative information.

(¢) Integration of preoperative and intraoperative infor-
mation obtained from a diagnostic imaging system.

(f) Extraction of integrated information based on surgi-
cal conditions to display as intuitive information on
the navigation screen to the surgeon.

The integrated system consists of the following five
computer-assisted surgical systems.

3.1. Cancer Detection System by Intraoperative
Cerebral Cancér Fluorescence Diagnosis Us-
ing SALA-Induced PpIX

5-ALA-induced fluorescent material Pp9 in cancer tis-
sue is excited locally using a 405 nm excitation laser to
detect the red fluorescence of an emission wavelength
peak of 635 nm using a detector made of optical fiber.
The spatial resolution of the detector is 0.6 mm. De-
tected fluorescence is spectrally analyzed by a spectral
photometer, then histological information on the malig-
pancy and type of cancer is obtained as quantitative in-
formation from the intensity and spectrum of the fluores-
cence signal (Fig. S(b)) [1].

3.2. Autofocusing Robot

It is essential to stable fluorcscence measurement to
keep sufficient distance between the fluorescence detector
and the subject being measured. This requires an auto-
mated positioning control function that uafailingly makes
the operating distance between the fluorescence detector
and the object surface coincide. In the present study, we
placed a fluorescence probe on a surgical microscope (Mi-
taka Kohki Co., Lid.) equipped with an automated po-
sitioning control function that maintains a fixed distance
between the microscope and the object being measured
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(Fig. 5(a)). By combining a two-axis robot stage (scan-
ning robot), positioning measurement becomes possible
while the robot drive is scanning the brain surface.

In the present system, we measure positioning using a
confocal optical system in a confocal laser microscope.
Positioning measurement, which distinguishes top and
bottom of an object using a principle similar to the op-
tical pickup of CDs, becomes possible by concentrating a
guide laser with a wavelength of 670 nm on the surface of
an object and using a two-fraction diode in place of a pin
hole in the detector {2]. When the object is a metal with
stain finished surface, it is possible to ensure positioning
with an accuracy of 2.0 um.

3.3. Navigation System

Three-dimensional image information is prepared
based on preoperative diagnosis information such as Mag-
netic Resonance Imaging (MRI), and spatial positioning
of the object being treated is intuitively shown to the sur-
geon. As the navigation system, we used a system devel-
oped by the Kyushu University Center for the Integration
of Advanced Medicine and Innovative Technology that is
based on a 3D slicer [16], which is free software. The
navigation system (3) displays three-dimensional imag-
ing information, including the boundary between cancer-
ous and normal tissue and functional information on the
brain, etc., to the surgeon qualitatively and in real time

(Fig, 5(e)).

3.4. Positioning-Information Server (Section 2.3)

As mentioned in Section 2.3, by using an optical
position measurement device as the position measure-
ment device, three-dimensional positioning-information
of the surgical device established in the operating room
is measured and ccordination integration is performed
(Fig. 5(c)).
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3.5, Intraoperative Logging System

An intraoperative logging system monitors and records
intraoperative logging information such as the condition
and function of measuring instruments during surgery.
By tracing and analyzing logging information, it is deter-
mined whether the surgical robot and measuring instru-
ments are functioning without problems, and if problems
occur, the cause of the error is checked (Fig. 5(d)).

4. Evaluation Experiments

We confirmed high-precision time standardization of
30 ms and the fault-tolerant performance of the time-
synchronous server through evaluation experiments in a
laboratory environment. We also confirmed functions of
the entire integrated system through an in vivo experiment
simulating clinical use.

4.1. Evaluation of Integrity of Integrated Time

In cerebral nerve surgery, some surgerics take as long
as 10 hours or more to remove malignant cancer.

Assuming that the computer-assisted surgical system
is applied practically in clinical use, we evaluated the
integrity of time information with and without time-
synchronization during 12 hours of continuous system op-
eration.

4.1.1. Experimental Methods

For experiments, we prepared intraoperative logging
(OS: Redhat 9.0, CPU: 3.2 GHz, Memory: 1024 MB) in
which the time-synchronous server is operated, measure-
ment system A (OS: Windows XP, CPU: 3.04 GHz, Mem-
ory:- 1024 MB) using Windows, and measurement system
B (Redhat 9.0, CPU: 3.04 GHz, Memory: 1024 MB) us-
ing Linux. After ensuring time synchronization once, the
current time of each measurement system is transmitted
to intraoperative logging at intervals of 20 ms. The time
of each system received in a 20 ms cycle is recorded along
with the time of the time-synchronous server at intervals
ofls.

Under such circumstances, we evaluated time lag with
the time-synchronous server with the system as is for 12
hours when (a) time is synchronized every 20 minutes
and (b) time synchronization is not done and left as is.
‘The time lag evaluated is the difference between the time
of each measurement system, which intra-operative log-
ging receives, and the time when the time-synchronous
server is recorded. Since measurement and intra-operative
logging ensure asynchronous communication, 20 ms be-
comes the time resolution, which is evaluated and equiv-
alent to the transmission period. Communication is in a
100 Mbase-T LAN eavironment.

4.1.2. Results of Experiments
Table 2 shows time lag with the time-synchronous

.
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Table 2. Time lag with angd without a timeserver.

“Elapsed | Wmdows | Windows | Lioux Linux
time without with without with
fhour] | timeserver | timeserver | timeserver | timeserver

(msec) | [msec) |(msec) | {msec]
1 265 97 69 10
2 610 4l 130 11
3 1016 ] 184 11
4 1392 41 232 10
5 1848 42 289 11
6 2265 42 341 11
1 2265 43 341 11
(] 3093 43 445 10
9 3502 43 498 10
10 3915 4 S50 11
11 4330 43 604 10
12 4743 28 657 11

time synchronization is not done and when the time is
synchronized every 20 minutes for Windows and Linux.
When time is not synchronized, an increase in the time lag
is.seen over time. The time until 30 ms, a required speci-
fication we set, is exceeded takes 8 minutes for Windows
and 26 minutes for Linux.

When time is synchronized every 20 minutes, no in-
crease in time lag was seen over for either Windows or
Linux. -More clock fluctuation was seen for Windows
than Linux, i.e., when the time lag is 10-11 ms for Linux,
it is 28-97 ms for Windows. In the experiment below,
time-synchronous server priority is preferentially given to
Linux due to its smaller clock fluctuation. For the same
08, priority is given to the computer having better per-
formance. To realize time synchronization of 30 ms, time
synchronization frequency is given a margin such as every
20 minutes for Linux and every 5 minutes for Windows.

4.2. Evaluation of Time Synchronization Precision

Time synchronization precision is evalvated by time
synchronization considering the communication delay
time mentioned in Section 2.4.3.

4.2.1. Experimental Methods

The integrated system used in the experiment consists
of the following components: a navigation system (OS:
Redhat 9.0, CPU 3.2 GHz, Memory: 2048 MB), in which
time-synchronous server is operated; an intraoperative
logging system (OS: Redhat 9.0, CPU 3.2 GHz, Memory:
2048 MB); a cancer identification system (OS: Windows
XP, CPU: 3.2 GHz, Memory: 2048 MB); a positioning-
information server (OS: Windows XP, CPU:3.2 GHz,
Memory: 2048 MB); and an autofocusing robot (OS:
Windows XP, CPU: 2.8 GHz, Memory: 512 MB). The
communication condition is a 100 Mbase-T LAN envi-
ronment. Each system performs transmission and recep-
tion depending on the communication conditions shown
in Table 3.

Under the condition that only the navigation system be
first connected to the integrated system, the intraoperative
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Thable 3. Communication condition (100 Mbase-T).

Agent Communication | Sampling

g data [byte) Frequency [Hz)
(a)CancerDetection 1080 S
(b)AutoFocusxngRobot 243 20
“(c)Registration 942 10
(d)Navigation 1212 5
(e)Logging 2265 50

Table 4. Result of time synchronization (n=100).

Averageof  Average of Max
Arent loopbacktime processing loop back
Ben T2-T1) time (S) time
[msec) [msec) [msec]
Logging 1.720.2 0.01 2.32
Cancer uon [1] ¥ X 1.
—_AutoFocusingRobot___ 0.6620.7 0.02 0.87
“Registration 1.05£0.4 0.02 1.37

logging system, cancer identification system, positioning-
information server, and autofocusing robot are connected
to the platform sequentially tum to perform time synchro-
nization with the intraoperative logging system.

4.2.2. Results of Experiments

As shown in Table 4, the time synchronization preci-
sion of each measurement system is within 2 ms and the
maximum delay time is 2.3 ms.

4.3. Evaluation of Failure Tolerance of . Time-
Synchronous Server

We confirmed that if problems occur in the time-
synchronous server, a substitute time-synchronous server
is started and time consistency in the integrated system is
maintained.

4.3.1. Experimental Methods

The integrated system used in the experiment consists
of the following components: an autofocusing robot (OS:
Windows, CPU 3.2 GHz, Memory: 2048 MB) (A); a can-
cer identification system (OS: Windows, CPU 3.04 GHz,
Memory: 2048 MB) (B); a positioning-information server
(OS: Windows, CPU 2.8 GHz, Memory: 5§12 MB) (C);
and an intraoperative logging system (OS: Windows, CPU
1.04 GHz, Memory: 1024 MB). The system time of each
system is recorded by the intraoperative logging system.
The communication condition is a 100 Mbase-T LAN
environment. ‘Time-synchronous servers are mounted
in (A), (B), and (C). Priorities of servers are set as
(A)>(B)>(C). The time-synchronous server is first oper-
ated in (A).

Under the condition that systems (A), (B), and (C)
are already connected to the integrated system, (A) and
the time-synchronous server operating in (A) are discon-
nected from the integrated system. In a short time, (A)
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is reconnected with the integrated system. We confirmed
that even when (A) is reconnected, by synchronizing with
the time-synchronous server (B), which started as a sub-
stitute for the (A), the time of (A) is made to match the
time in the integrated system to maintain time consistency.

For (B) and (C), it is performed under the same experi- -

mental conditions.

4.3.2. ‘Results of Experiments

Figure 6 shows results of the measurement of time of
each system accompanied by disconnection and recon-
nection of the system. The horizontal axis shows the sys-
tem time for the intraoperative logging system and the
vertical axis shows the integrated system time of systems
(A), (B), and (C). As shown by Fig, 6, after disconnect-
ing (A) from the integrated system, (A) is reconnected
to the integrated system after an interval of several sec-
onds. Compared to the time of (B) and {C), the time of
(A) when reconnected has a time lag of 0 ms from (B)
and 24 ms from (C), and integrated into the time in the
integrated system without a lag of 30 ms or more. (A)
performed time synchronization with the time server (B),
which started as the substitute server for (A) in the inte-
grated system. We confirmed that the time-synchronous
server is correctly selected based on the specified priority.

Similarly, we confirmed that when dxscormecnng and
reconnecting from the integrated system, the time of sys-
tems (B) and (C) is integrated with the time in the inte-
grated system without a time lag of 30 ms or mare.

4.4. Evaluation of Entire System by in Vivo Experi-
ment

We confirmed basic navigation function under an envi-
ronment simulating clinical use.

The integrated system is configured using five sep-
arately developed computer-assisted surgery systems
(Fig. 5) (Section 3.]1) communicating. with each other.
Communication interfacing of each system is defined as
Table S. Communication conditions are set as shown in
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Table 5. Interface definition. .

Agent Communication mterface
—(a)CancerDetection Property of cancer, measarement time
(byAutoFocusingRoboi _ ROboti€ position, measurement Gme
{C)Registration Setting position, measurement time
(dNavigation Tnicgrated data(robotic posiGon, SEIBng
position and property of cancer)
(9)Logging All Intraoperative data

Table 6. Computer specification.

Agent RAM [MB] CPU {MHz) [
{a)CancerDetection 512
3060 RedHat 9.0

()AuicFocusingRobot 1024
“(Registrat 1024

An Intraoperative Information Integration System

Fig. 7. Overview of brain surface with and without fluores-
cence area.

on Table 7. Resuht of time synchronization (a=100).
{d)Navigation 1024 2400 FedoraCore 3.0 :
(¢)Logging 2048 3060 Redhat 9.0 Agent Average of Average of
loop back time processing
(T2—7T1) [msec) time (S) [msec)
Table 3. Communication is done under the 100 Mbase-  _Logging 1.16£0.05 025
T LAN environment for the number of clients and (Ta- CancerDetection 0.7+0.28 0.21
ble 3) communication data used in the integrated system,  _AutoFocusingRobot 0.740.3 0.34
which ensures sufficient communication resources. Th- ;-R-";s-'m""n 1004 02

ble 6 shows specifications for computers of computer-
assisted surgical devices. Based on specifications in Ta-
ble 6 and the policy under Results Section 4.1, time-
synchronous server priority is set to (e), (c), (b), (d), and
(@), in this sequence. Originally, data displayed in naviga-
tion is MRI images captured before surgery, but because
preoperative image by MRI cannot be obtained in animal
experiment facilities, dummy data is used, consisting of a
porcine head imaged in advance.

4.4.1. Experimental Methods
An anesthetized pig (Landrace) is subjected to a cran-

" iotomy and 50 mg/kg of SALA, which is an excess quan-

4

tity, is administered intravenously. In human subjects
orally administered SALA, in the process of metabolism,
SALA changes into PpIX, becoming fluorescent that
accumulates selectively only in cancerous tissue. In
our experiments, by intravenously administering greater
amounts than those used in ordinary surgery, both cancer-
ous and normal tissue uptakes the dye, SALA inducing
PpIX, which accumulates and fAluoresces from all exposed
brain surfaces, where body movement of 5-10 mm is cre-
ated at intervals of 6-7 seconds caused by the pig’s breath-
ing and heartbeat.

Based on such an in vivo test environment, we in-
tentionally prepared nonfluorescent regions (Fig. 7(a)
above), where the brain is covered by dura matter, protect-
ing the brain surface, and fluorescent regions (Fig. 7(a)
below), where the brain surface is exposed. Fig. 7(b)
shows the brain surface exposed in reverse imaging and
the unexposed region in normal imaging. Using autofo-
cusing and scanning robots, scanning spans the boundary
between fluorescent and ronfluorescent regions (Fig. 7)
while maintaining a fixed distance between the instru-
ment and object. Pp9 flucrescence is measured by a flu-
orescence detector having a spatial resolution of 0.6 mm.
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Specifically, a selected region is divided (Fig. 7(b)) into
lattices at intervals of 0.4 mm, scanning stops on each
lattice intersection and fluorescence is measured, then
the next lattice point is moved to and measured. When
fluorescence is measured, the spectral photometer is set
to an exposure time of 200 ms. Fluorescence informa-
tion (Fig. 7(b)) from cancer identification and informa-
tion from the autofocusing robot showing the measure-
ment position are integrated based on integrated time and
displayed on the navigation screen as region information
on fluorescent (red) and nonfiuorescent (white) region.

4.4.2. Results of Experiments

Table 7 shows results of measurement of the time lag
between the time-synchronous server of each system. In-
tegrated system time is integrated with time-synchronous
precision of 1 ms. After we conducted experiments for
two hours, the time lag between the intra-operative mea-
surement system and time-synchronous server was within
30ms, i.e., it is 26 ms for the intra-operative measurement
system (Windows) and 11 ms for the auto-focusing robot
(Linux).

Figure 8 shows results of superposing the actual brain
surface boundary of the region covered by dura mat-
ter {nonfluorescent) and that (fluorescent, reverse image)
where the brain surface is exposed and the boundary (red:
fluorescent, white: nonfluorescent) displayed on the navi-
gation screen.

Unlike the MRI image of the pig, information mea-
sured during surgery is obtained as fluorescent by ensur-
ing information integration based on the integrated time
and displayed on the navigation screen having preoper-
atively photographed MRI image information, indicating
that basic navigation functions are realized.
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