Title:Using Quality Rating Scales for Professional Development: Experiences from the
UK

Authors:Mathers, Sandra; Linskey, Faye; Seddon, Judith; Sylva, Kathy
Publication Date:2007

Abstract:The ECERS-R and ITERS-R are among two of the most widely used
observational measures for describing the characteristics of early childhood education
and care. This paper describes a professional development programme currently taking
place in seven regions across England, designed to train local government staff in the
application of the scales as tools for improving practice. While the scales offer a
transparent and measurable means of assessing and improving quality, a number of
differences between criteria presented by the scales and by national regulations,

curricular guidelines and notions of quality have been identified.

Journal Name:International Journal of Early Years Education
Journal Citation:v15 n3 p261-274 Oct 2007

Descriptors:Foreign Countries; Rating Scales; Professional Development; Early
Childhood Education; Curriculum; Guidelines; Quality Control; Program Effectiveness;
Program Evaluation, Observation; Evaluation Methods; Educational Quality;

Classroom Environment; Evaluators

ERIC #:ED393561

Title:School-Age Care Environment Rating Scale.
Authors:Harms, Thelma; And Others -

Publication Date:1996

Abstract:The School-Age Care Environment Rating Scale (SACERS) presented in this
booklet is a comprehensive rating scale for school-age child care programs that is based
on criteria for developmental appropriateness for this age group. The SACERS is
intended to be used in center-based care rather than in family child care homes. The

booklet begins with an introductory section which discusses the development of the
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SACERS, including the rationale for its development, and a discussion of its reliability
and validity. The second section contains instructions for using the SACERs. The third
and largest section of the booklet contains the actual rating scale items and notes for
clarification. An adaptation of the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS)
(Harms and Clifford, 1980) to school-age programs, SACERS is composed of 43 items
grouped under 6 subscales: Space and Furnishings, Health and Safety, Activities,
Interactions, Program Structure, and Staff Development. A set of six supplementary
items for centers with special needs children is included. Each item is arranged as a
7-point scale with descriptors for each of the odd numbers: (1) inadequate; (3) minimal;
(5) good; (7) excellent. The last section of the booklet is a training guide for
administration of the SACERS, with information on preparing to use the scale,
conducting a practice observation, and determining rater reliability. Training activities

and an answer key are included. (DR)

Identifiers:Observation Criteria; School Age Care Environment Rating Scale
. Institutions:Columbia Univ., New York, NY. Teachers College.
ISBN(s):ISBN-0-8077-3507-8

Descriptors:After School Programs; Check Lists; Child Health; Childhood Needs; Day
Care Centers; Developmentally Appropriate Practices; Elementary Education;
Elementary School Students; Evaluation Criteria; Extended School Day; Informal
Assessment; Interrater Reliability; Measurement Techniques; Rating Scales; Safety;

School Age Day Care; Staff Development; Test Validity

ERIC #:EJ757466

Title:Child Care Subsidy and Quality

Authors:Jones-Branch, Julie A.; Torquati, Julia C.; Raikes, Helen; Edwards,
Carolyn Pope

Publication Date:2004

Abstract:This study compared the quality of child care programs serving children

receiving government subsidies to those not serving such children. Thirty-four
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classrooms in full day programs serving preschool aged children (19 subsidized, 15
unsubsidized) were observed using the Early Childhood Environment Rating
Scales-Revised (ECERS-R). (1) Research Findings: One way ANOVA indicated that
programs not serving children receiving subsidies were rated higher on overall quality,
language and reasoning, learning activities, and social interactions. Teacher salary was
significantly correlated with overall quality, and after controlling for teacher salary,
subsidy density did not uniquely predict variance in overall quality. (2) Policy
Implications: Overall low quality indicates a need for a quality improvement initiative
using proven methods. Minimum guidelines for quality beyond state licensing standards
should be used to ensure that children in subsidized programs are receiving adequate

care and to oversee state and federal investments in early childhood education.

Journal Name:Early Education and Development
Journal Citation:v15 n3 p327-342 2004

Descriptors:Early Childhood Education; Grants; Teacher Salaries; Child Care;
Educational Quality; Comparative Analysis; Preschool Children; Learning Activities;

Interpersonal Competence; Interaction; Language Skills; Thinking Skills

ERIC #:EJ757498

Title:Revisiting the Two Faces of Child Care Quality: Structure and Process
Authors:Cassidy, Deborah J.; Hestenes, Linda L.; Hansen, Joanna K.; Hegde, Archana;
Shim, Jonghee; Hestenes, Steve

Publication Date:2005

Abstract: While child cére quality has been examined in numerous studies, the definition
~ of quality and specifically, the concepts of structural and process quality, have not been
adequately explored. In this qualitative analysis of the constructs of process and
structural quality, a content analysis of the Early Childhood Environment Rating
Scale-Revised (ECERS-R), a commonly used measure of process quality, was
conducted to investigate its use as a measure of process quality. Through constant

comparative analysis of the ECERS-R at the indicator level, definitions of structure and
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process were formulated. Results show that over half of the indicators of the ECERS-R
are measuring structural quality rather than process quality. Further examination of
quality as a dynamic exchange between individuals and context is needed to advance

research in the area of early childhood program quality.

Journal Name:Early Education and Development
Journal Citation:v16 n4 p505-520 2005

Descriptors:Content Analysis; Children; Child Care; Educational Quality; Preschool

Education; Comparative Analysis

ERIC #:EJ732041

Title:Capturing Quality in Early Childhood through Environmental Rating Scales
Authors:Sylva, Kathy; Siraj-Blatchford, Iram; Taggart, Brenda; Sammons, Pam;
Melhuish, Edward; Elliot, Karen; Totsika, Vasiliki

Publication Date:2006

Abstract:This paper explores the relationship between "process" quality characteristics
in English pre-school centres and the developmental progress made by children between
the ages of 3-5 years. A nationally representative sample of 141 English pre-schools
participated in this study with longitudinal pre- and post-test measures taken from 2857
children at ages 3 and 5. Centre quality was assessed using two observational
instruments, the revised version of the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale
[Harms, T., Clifford, M., & Cryer, D. (1998). "Early Childhood Environment Rating
Scale, Revised Edition (ECERS-R)". Vermont: Teachers College Press] and a new
English curriculum exfension to it [Sylva, K., Siraj-Blatchford, 1., & Taggart, B. (2003).
"Assessing quality in the early years:. Early Childhood Environment Rating
Scale-Extension (ECERS-E): Four curricular subscales". Stoke-on Trent: Trentham
Books]. This new instrument was developed specifically for assessing the curricular
aspects of quality, including pedagogy, in pre-school centres subject to the English
national Early Childhood Curriculum. Multi-level statistical analyses revealed that

quality of centre-based provision as measured by the ECERS-E was a significant
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predictor of children's development at entry to school after controlling for pre-test, child
characteristics and family background. This study demonstrated that the ECERS-E is a
reliable instrument for assessing the educational aspects of process quality and is a
significant predictor of children's cognitive/linguistic progress. In contrast, the
ECERS-R had a stronger relationship with children's socio-behavioural progress in the

pre-school period.

Journal Name:Early Childhood Research Quarterly
Journal Citation:v21 nl p76-92 2006

Descriptors:Family Characteristics; Rating Scales; Young Children; Educational
Quality; Early Childhood Education; Rating Scales; Statistical Analysis; Predictor
Variables; National Curriculum; Child Development; Cognitive Development;

Language Acquisition; Foreign Countries
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ERIC #:ED376963

Title:The Evaluation of Child Care Centers and the "Infant/Toddler Environment Rating
Scale": An Environmental Critique.

Authors:Moore, Gary T.

Publication Date:1994

Abstract:This paper questions the physical environmental adequacy of the
Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale (ITERS) developed by Thelma Harms, Debby
Cryer, and Richard Clifford at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. ITERS is a
35-item scale designed to assess the quality of center-based infant and toddler care, and
one of a family of child care rating scales developed by its authors. It is based on a
broad definition of environment,. considering not only the organization of space, but
interaction, activities, schedule, and provisions as well. An evaluation of the 396
detailed descriptors that are used to score a center on the scale items found that only 35

were directly related to the physical environment of the center. Some test items are
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confounded with behavioral use patterns. The scale is also silent on importaht issues,
such as the use of traditional, self-contained classrooms versus modified open spaces;
the pros and cons of different organizational patterns; the environmental characteristics
of a center that facilitate developmentally appropriate play activities; and the
environmental impact of age-mixing. Items measuring peer interaction and
caregiver-child interaction lack any descriptor that relates to the physicél setting. Other
strengths and weaknesses of the ITERS are discussed. (MDM)

Identifiers:Infant Toddler Environment Rating Scale

Descriptors:Building Design; Class Activities; Classroom Design; Day Care Centers;
Early Childhood Education; Educational Environment; Educational Facilities Design;
Evaluation Research; Flexible Facilities; Rating Scales; Spatial Relationship
(Facilities); Test Content

ERIC #:EJ772737

Title:Using Quality Rating Scales for Professional Development: Experiences from the
UK

Authors:Mathers, Sandra; Linskey, Faye; Seddon, Judith; Sylva, Kathy
Publication Date:2007

Abstract: The ECERS-R and ITERS-R are among two of the most widely used
observational measures for describing the characteristics of early childhood education
and care. This paper describes a professional development programme currently taking
place in seven regions across England, designed to train local government staff in the
application of the scéles as tools for improving practice. While the scales offer a
transparent and measurable means of assessing and improving quality, a number of
differences between criteria presented by the scales and by national regulations,

curricular guidelines and notions of quality have been identified.

Journal Name:International Journal of Early Years Education
Journal Citation:v15 n3 p261-274 Oct 2007
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Descriptors:Foreign Countries; Rating Scales; Professional Development; Early
Childhood Education; Curriculum; Guidelines; Quality Control; Program Effectiveness;
Program Evaluation, Observation; Evaluation Methods; Educational Quality;

Classroom Environment; Evaluators

ERIC #:ED495098

Title:The Cost and Quality of Full-Day Year-Round Early Care and Education in
Massachusetts: Infant and Toddler Classrooms

Authors:Marshall, Nancy L.; Creps, Cindy L.; Burstein, Nancy R.; Roberts, Joanne;
Glantz, Frederic B.; Robeson, Wendy Wagner

Publication Date:2004

Abstract:The Massachusetts Cost and Quality Study assessed the quality and costs of
early care and education services in Massachusetts, the relationship between quality and
costs, and the relationship between the family income of children served and the quality
of care provided by early care and education programs. This report presents the findings
from the final phase of the Massachusetts Cost and Quality Study, which examined the
aforementioned assessments in community-based centers serving infants and toddlers.
This study was designed to provide an accurate, up-to-date picture of the cost and
quality of early care and education services for infants and toddlers, but it does not
evaluate the effectiveness of specific regulations, subsidies, or other policies. The study
of community-based centers serving infants and toddlers on a full-day, full-year basis
found that classrooms with better child-to-staff ratios, more experienced and better
educated teachers provided better quality care overall. This includes more
developmentally-apprdpriate stimulation, and better relationships between classroom
staff and children. Centers serving different income groups varied considerably in the
quality of care they provided. Center directors reported diificulties in hiring qualified
teachers. Evidence supports the belief that higher quality care and education costs more
than poorer quality care and education. These data present compelling evidence that
higher quality early care and education is associated with greater costs. Findings on

relationship between labor and quality suggest the importance of hiring enough staff to
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maintain small group sizes and ratios, and hiring staff with education and experience to
provide high quality infant and toddler care. In addition to these findings, this report
provides descriptions of the Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale (ITERS)
benchmarks for early care and education, organized into seven scales: (1) Furnishings
and Display; (2) Personal Care Routines; (3) Listening and Talking; (4) Learning
Activities; (5) Interaction; (6) Program Structure; and (7) Adult Needs. An appendix
provides the measurement and estimation for the cost-quality models. (Contains 3 tables

and 22 figures.)
Journal Name:Wellesley Centers for Women
Descriptors: Teaching Methods; Toddlers; Infants; Costs; Rating Scales; Family Income;

Child Care; School Schedules; Year Round Schools; Early Childhood Education;
Caregiver Child Relationship
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ERIC #:EJ696268

Title:The Classroom Assessment Scoring System: Findings from the Prekindergarten
Year

Authors:La Paro, Karen M.; Pianta, Robert C.; Stuhlman, Megan

Publication Date:2004

Abstract:Research on teacher-child relationships, classroom environments, and teaching
practices provided the rationale for constructing a system for observing and assessing
emotional and instructional elements of quality in early childhood educational
environments: the Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS). The CLASS
provides a framework for observing key dimensions of classroom processes, such as
emotional and instructional support, that contribute to quality of the classroom setting
from preschool through third grade. This article provides information about the
development, field testing, and use of this instrument in prekindergarten. Data from a
national sample of 224 prekindergarten classrooms in 6 states are presented to provide
reliability and validity information. The full range of the scale was used for the majority
of ratings. Ratings reflected generally positive impressions of the classroom
environment and teacher-child interactions. Factor scores from the CLASS were related
to the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale (ECERS) total score and most
strongly related to the ECERS interactions and language-reasoning subscales.
Implications for policy and professional development from prekindergarten to third

grade are discussed.

Journal Name:Elemenfary School Journal
Journal Citation:v104 n5 p409 May 2004

Descriptors:Teaching Methods; Scoring; Preschool Education; Classroom Environment;

Young Children; Rating Scales; Field Tests; Factor Analysis; Grade 3
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