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Family caregiving problems elucidated through autopsy cases of
intrafamilial homicide and abuse of the elderly in Japan

Matsuzawa.A v, Tamiya.N v , Miyaishi.§ 2, Yamamoto.H > , Motozawa.M ¢

Grad School of Comprehensive Human Sci University of Tsukuba1), Graduate school of Medicine, Dentistry and Phar ical Sci , Okayama University2)
Grad School of Envir ntal Sci , Okay University3), Graduate schoo) of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba 4)
| Background

@®The prevention of violence for elderly people such as abuse and homicide is a world-wide issue.
@In Japan, the first national survey about elder abuse was conducted in 2003, and “The elder abuse prevention and caregiver
support law” was legistated in 2005. Approach to the problem of elder abuse has just started in recent years, little is known

about the actual situation of violence for the elderly in Japan.
®In Germany, epidemiological researches by post mortem examination which contain clear available information related to

abuse have been conducted to improve quality of care, but such research is rare in Japan.

| Objective |
@To clarify family caregiving problems related to the elder abuse by the family through autopsy records. Especially, we
focused on the effect on family caregiving.

| Materials and Methods |
@We reviewed forensic autopsy records which had been conducted by one  Figure 1. Sample selection of the autopsy cases
patholgg«st at Okayama University between 1999 and 2004 (n=234). Forensic autopsy cases
(see Figure 1.) in 19992004 n=234
@ To elucidated family abuse cases ( included suspected cases ), we choose W 1 st mapey ) Exclusion crltara for tha slder abase
cases with 65 years old or over, and excluded cases that were clear non- Uving atone ety
abuse cases or those without family information. §8 yoars old or over 278 e i e and auing home. =8
@ We obtained family information from the autopsy records, and described Other sccktent n=28
the results by classified into two categories as homicide and non-homicide Finol study subjects n=14 e vensa w2
because homicide can be interpreted as the uitimate style of the abuse. Homicide Not homicide
ne7 =7 Excluded for totat 61cases
| Results ]
Table 1. Characteristics of the dead Table2. Characteristics of the main family member
Categories Homicide ( n=7 ) Non-homicide { n=7 ) Categories Homicide { n=7 ) Non-homicide ( n=7 )
Age { median, range ) 78{65-91) 72(65-77) Age { median, range ) 52(32-68) 68 (47-87)
Sex Male 2 Mate 2 Sex Male 6 Male 4
Femnale 5 Female 5 Female 1 Femate 2
Cause of death Brain injury 3 Due to fire 3 Unknown 1
Loss of bleed 2 Hypothermia 2 .
Sepsis 1 Pneumonia 2 Family member Two 4 Two 3
Asphyxia 1 (Included elderly) Three 1 Three 3
(Double suicide) Four 1 {Detached house=1)
Six 1 Eight 1
History of previous and Dementia 2 Dementia 2 (Detached house=1)
present illness Schizophrenia 1 Mental retardation 1 Retation to elderly Son 4 Brother 2
and epilepsy Husband 1 Husband 1
Blindness 1 Daughter 1 Wife 1
. Grandchild 1 Son 1
tmpairment of legs 1 Sister 1
Cerebrovascular disease 1 Unknown 1
Injury due to accident 1 . ) . . .
Previous illness and Schizophrenia 2 Dementia 1
Activities of Oifficutty of 1 Difficulty of 5 disease Depression 2 Mental retardation 1
daily living (ADL) independent gait independent gait and disability of speech
Hemif:legia 1 Financial status Unemployed 3 Employed 2
Bed ridden 1 Welfare client 1
@The legal autopsy were 12 cases and administrative autopsy ... service use Day serviceuse 1
were 2 cases. . R Life and neighbor No heating system in 2
@In the seven homicide cases, six perpetrators were male, and the room
isolated for 4 years 1
four of the perpetrators were son. Four of the perpetrators had Not good relation with 1
a mental illness, and three were unemployed. In four cases the neighbor

The room is so messy 1

dead lived together with the perpertrators ( see Table 2 ).
@In the seven non homicide cases, elderly peoples had difficulty in the activities of daily living and mental illness such as
dementia and mental retardation. The two of the victims discovered starvation or putrefied in the house.

@®In addition, two in cases of family members had mental iliness (see Table 2).

Figure 2. The scene of discovery In sample case
A sample case containing the problems of family caregiving and social neglect.
A 72-year-old man having lived with his 63-year-old wife was found dead in his bed (A). His wife was missed
at first, but also found dead in the kitchen by the police investigation (B). The female body was highly
putrefied and stightly mummified, and it was obvious that the man died after his wife had died.
Because they had lived isolated from the soclety and the male victim had required to be cared by his wife,
he could not survive any more without his wife.

| Discussion |

@®This investigation indicated that homlmde of elderly peoples related to son or family members with mental iliness. In the
non-homicide cases, victims all female with some impairment.

@In the non-homicide cases, some elderly peoples were starved or family member had already died of high putrefied when
they were discovered in the house. Therefore, all investigated cases suspected to be neglected and/or isolated by family

member and/or society.
@®In all the investigated cases, the main family members are unemployed , only one cases used social welfare service.

Moreover, elderly peoples and family members lived in the small size family.
@®In all situations, it is suggested that all cases were posslbly |solated from the society.

| Conclusion B ' o B
@ This survey of autopsy cases revealed that provision of famlly support, especnally for the socially isolated cases are

required.
@ Autopsy cases provide valuable information for public heaith. We should use this information effectively for the prevention

of autopsy cases in the future.
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