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Family caregiving problems elucidated through autopsy cases:
intrafamilial homicide and abuse of the elderly in Japan
MatsuzawaA (1), Tamiya N (1), MiyaishiS (2), Yamamoto H (3), Motozawa M (4)
1 Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba
2 Department of Legal Medicine, Okayama University

3 Graduate School of Environmental Sciences, Okayama University

4 Graduate school of Humanities and Social Sciences,University of Tsukuba

Background: Elder abuse is a human rights issue that requires effective
prevention. Objectives: To clarify family caregiving problems related to
suspected elder abuse by the family through examination of autopsy
cases. Methods: We reviewed autopsy records conducted by a co-author
at Okayama University between 1999 and 2005 (n=234). We selected
cases in which the deceased was 65 years or over, and excluded cases that
were clearly not abuse (e.g., traffic accidents etc.) or those without family
information. Results: The final sample totaled 14 cases, consisting of se-
ven interfamilial homicides and seven cases of suspected abuse. In the se-
ven homicide cases, six perpetrators were male, and four were sons. Four
perpetrators had depression, and three were unemployed. Four cases li-

ved alone with the perpetrator. All of the seven suspected abuse cases had
difficulty in performing the activities of daily living; six had mental retar-
dation and one was partially sighted. Discussion: This investigation indi-
cated that homicide or abuse of elderly persons is related to them having
mental illness or impairment and living in a small family. Conclusion:
This survey of autopsy cases revealed that targeting of such cases, and
provision of family support, are needed. Autopsy cases provide valuable
information for public health. We should use these data effectively for the
prevention of such cases in the future.
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