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Abstract:

In the U.K., the competency level of public health professionals has been defined at the national level and these
competencies are used in both practical and educational settings. This article introduces the ‘NHS Knowledge and
Skills Framework’ which defines the knowledge and skills required for all NHS health professionals and the ‘Natio
nal Occupational Standards for the Practice of Public Health Guide’. This Guide describes the public health compe-
tencies expected of public health practitioners working in different roles. The competencies are also used as the bases
for curriculum development. This article will illustrate the use of these competencies in one UK Masters in Public
Health program conducted jointly by the City University and Queen Mary's College, University of London.
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